























CHILD RIGHTS AND MEDIA DEMOCRATIZATION

effects on the world's attitude
towards children. Nigeria ratified
the Convention on April 19,
1991and thus came under
obligation to {fulfil the
requirements and dictates it
contains in respect of the child.
Following the UN Convention on
the Rights of the Child were other
conferences such as the Asia
Summit on Child Rights and the
Media (1996), the UN Committee
on the Rights of the Child (1996),
the First All African Summit
(1997), the Second World Summit
on Television for Children (1998},
the Oslo Challenge (1999), the
West African Regional Summit on
Media for Children (2000) etc.
Most of these conferences stressed
the role of the media in the
realisation of the goals set in the
UN Convention on the Rights of
the Child.

Article 17 of the Convention on
the rights of the child specifies
the role the media should play
in the promotion and protection
of children's rights (UNICEF
2002:65-66). The Article states
that:
States Parties shall
recognize the
important function
performed by the mass
media and shall
ensure that the child
has access to
information and
material from a

diversity of national
and international
sources, especially
those aimed at the
promotion of his or her
social, spiritual and
moral well-being and
physical and mental
health. To this end,
States Parties shall:
(a) Encourage the mass
media to disseminate
information and material
of social and cultural
benefit to the child and in
accordance with the
spirit of article 29;

(b) Encourage
international co-
ope. .ation in the
production, exchange
and dissemination of
such information and
material from a diversity
of cultural, national and
international sources;

(c) Encourage the
production and
dissemination of
children's books;

(d) Encourage the mass
media to have particular
regard to the linguistic
needs of the child who
belongs to a minority
group or who 1is
indigenous;

(e) Encourage the
development of
appropriate guidelines
for the protection of the
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with the mass media exposes them
to various social definitions of
acceptable behaviours, identity
and roles. Adolescents see
characters in the media play
different roles, get rewarded or
punished for certain behaviours,
express and affirm various values
and engage in social interaction.
These media characters, stars,
and celebrities serve as role
models that adolescents identify
with and tend to emulate. With
locally produced programmes,
children stand a better chance of
finding media characters with
similar cultural values to identify
with (Osei-Hwere, 2008).

Moreover, it will also be necessary
for government and media
regulating bodies to initiate
policies that will compel the media
to give attention to popularizing
child rights. If every hand must be
on deck in realizing the
Millennium Development Goals,
the media must actively play their
roles. It is against this backdrop
that regulators must ensure that
the media contribute their own
quota.

Conclusion

The challege of meeting the MDGs
is such an enormous one. But itis
very clear, as pointed out by
UNICEF, that fulfilling the rights
of the child is an indirect way of
meeting those goals. There is
therefore availability of great
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possibilities through the media in
popularizing the rights of children
and mobilizing everyone
concerned in achieving these lofty
goals. Getting the media
democratized so as to allow
pluralisation of local media is
central to making the rights of the
child known and placing them on
the public agenda. It is when this
is done that we can be talking of
meeting the Millennium goals.
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