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T THE SPIRIT OF SANKOFA THRIVES IN AFRICA b

Creating synergies between science, engineering and innovation
Botswana's transition to a tech and knowledge-based economy

2 SPROUTING OUR SEEDS OF INNOVATION ACROSS AFRICA
Reflections on the IPA
*Spotlight on Foufoumix
Spotlight on Mimosa solar panel

C | START-UPS, HUBS AND MAKERSPACES SPRINGING UP ACROSS AFRICA
The Maker Movement: harvesting home-grown African talent
Community-driven innovation in Africa
Incubators and hubs as catalysts for innovation in Africa
Developing the electronics manufacturing sector in Africa
Technopark Morocco: A seedbed for start-ups

i REBOOTING AFRICAN CREATIVITY AND TALENT
Agility and resilience for innovation-driven competitiveness
Leveraging maker ecosystems to drive design-led innovation
Value of indigenous knowledge innovations to contemporary society

5 INNOVATION IS EVERYWHERE

@ AFRICA'S FRONTIERS ARE RIPE FOR BUSINESS ;
Yielding agriculture on the innovation frontier in Africa
Africa’s top innovative companies
Research and innovation through Africa’s green gold

T SHAPING TOMORROW: ACCELERATING ECONOMIC VIBRANCY AND COMPETITIVENESS @) /2
soleRebels: & brand that strides innovatively
Midwifing economic transformation: Lessons from China’s industrial transformation

© NURTURING A YOUTHFUL CROP FOR INNOVATION - @
Seeding innovation ecosystems in Africa: a three-pillar strategy
Equipping African youth with market-oriented skills

© “EVERY SEED WILL BECOME A TREE IF CAREFULLY AND PATIENTLY CULTIVATED" 103
Jean-Claude Bastos de Morais, innovation influencer, entrepreneur and the seed behind the ATF )
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Midwifing econo -
Lessons from China’s industrial transfo matlon —

China is one of the most fascinating examples
of dramatic economic transformation. It rose to
become the second largest economy in the world
through ambitious and innovative economic
policies. These policies are applicable to Africa as
well to achieve similar economic transformation.

University admissions in China are distributed
in proportion to the most demanding skill
requirements, while vocational skills training
focuses on equipping students to fill skill gaps
and needs in the country. 'This ensures students’
suitability for employment on completion of
training,

While over 50 percent of Africas young
population is illiterate, with little or no skills,
the educated segment is also deemed lacking
skills commiserate with labour market demands.
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mic transformation:

African countries can thus learn from China by
ensuring their curricula is biased toward specific
skill requirements in their economies.

China promotes and protects its local brands.
‘The Chinese understand that while consumption
of foreign goods strengthens foreign currencies,
consumption of local brands boosts production,
exports and strengthens the local currency,
leading to sustainable economic growth. The
preference for imported goods by Africans poses
4 threat to the continent given the small nature
of most African ecomomies. This calls for a
value reorientation for Africans to utilise home-
grown brands, and invest in boosting indigenous
manufacturing facilities.

China uses cheap and efficient labour while
drawing on advanced technologies from America
and Europe - as well as cheap raw materials from

Covenant University, Nigeria @ A
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Africa - to manufacture finished products for
export. Like China, Africa too can transfer skills,
capital and technology from frontier economies,
focussing on key sectors to enhance its global
competiveness.

China successfully attracted investment and
technology by establishing special economic
zones (SEZ). The Shenzhen SEZ, for instance, has
grown from manufacturing cheap toys to a high-
tech centre.

Mauritius is a notable African success story,
transforming  from being a sugar-dependent
economy to a regional hub for financial services.
It has an active port for manufactured exports
and a high human development country, open to
export-oriented foreign direct investment (FDI)
through promoting SEZs.
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