


International Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Review Vol. 1 Nu.+

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES AND
HUMANITIES REVIEW

Fourth publication 2010

www.ijsshr.com k ¢ W"

Y T "
Copyright Oteh Chukwuemeka O, _ \S\IVV'“ e
Department of Sociology/Anthropology (();”.-'“‘“‘K 5 : L,,_Nn( 2
Ebonyi State University Abakaliki Ebonyi '\)‘g{ (t/ \4‘” ’
State - Nigeria. .

ISSN 0781 — 3232
Published by Ebonyi
University Press Abakaliki

VOL.1 NO4 DECEMBER 2010.
|




International Journal of Social Sciences and Humnanities Keview vol.1 No.4

Guidelines for Submission of Articles

e  Authors are to submit clear copies of manuscripts type-written, double spaced on Ad paper
with margin on both sides not more than 15-20 pages in length including abstract and
references.

e The title pages of Articles should carry the authors names, status, addresses, place of work
e-mail address and phone numbers and abstract about 250 words (with at least five key
words).

e Manuscripts are received on the understanding that they are original and unpublished works
of authors not considered for publication else where

e Current APA style of referencing should be maintained.

e [Figures, tables, charts and drawing should be clearly drawn and the position marked in the
text. :

e All manuscripts and other editorial materials should be directed to the:

Editor-in-chief Dr. Oteh, Chukwuemeka Okpo
Department of Sociology/Anthropology Ebonyi
State University Abakaliki, Ebonyi State
e-mail: oteh_c(@yahoo.com
oteh@ijsshr.com
Phone: 08034356286

OR

Dr. E.B.J lheriohanma

Directorate of General Studies

Federal University of Technology, P.M.B 1526
Owerri, Imo State Nigeria.

e-mail: injodemarng2007@yahoo.com

e All online submission of Articles should be forwarded to:
ijsshr@gmail.com '

e You can also visit our website at www.ijsshr.com

R AR 47 o




International Journal of Sacial Sciences and Humanities Review Vol.1 No.+4

EDITORIAL BOARD

aper
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF:
york DR. OTEH CHUKWUEMEKA OKPO
y Department of Sociology/Anthropology
Ebonyi State University- Abakaliki e-mail:
S Oteh_c@yahoo.com
CONSULTANT EDITORS:
in the PROF. 1.V.O. MODO Department of

Sociology/Anthropology University of Uyo
Akwa Ibom State

PROF. NTUNDE FLORA Department of
sociology/anthropology Enugu State University of Sciences &
Technology ESUT

ASSO. PROF E.B.J. IHERIOHANMA Directorate of
General Studies Federal University of
Technology, P.M.B 1526 Owerri, Imo State Nigeria e-
mail: injodemarng2007@yahoo.com

DR. LIONEL E.UKOKA
Department of General Studies Akwa
Ibom State Polytechnic Ikot Osurua,
lkot Ekpene

DR. C.I. ANAH Directorate of General Studies
Federal University of Technology Owerri
Owerri Nigeria -

DR: WALTER MBOTO Department of
Sociology/ Anthropology University of
Calabar Cross-Rivers State

DR. EDET ABU SOLOMON Department of
Sociology/Anthropology Ebonyi State
University Abakaliki, Ebonyi State.

DR. NNAMDI TOBECHUKWU EKEANYANWU Head,
Department of Mass Communication Covenant University,
Ota, Nigeria. Email: nnamdickeanyanwu(@yahoo.com
nekeanyanwu(@covenantuniversity.edu.ng




International Journal of Social Sciences and Hunianitics Review Vol I No.t

14. PERSONAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE ATTITUDE TOWARDS
MULTIPLE - ROLE PLANNING BY WORKING WOIMEN IN THE EASTERN NIGERIA
Al = INWANI, BENIJANMIN E: s ssomsessesirasasmnsasims s ssiosspinssnss s T ! Y

: 15. ADVANCED CONCEPTS USED IN STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT: A SURVEY OF THE LITERATURE
Ll - ADE OYEDUO & ADEOYE ABAYOMI & ELEGUNDE AYOBAMI FOLARIN ... 146

[C8)
[O%]

34

.. 64"

e

.78
f?}MPANIES
: .88
SIN
...98
fwu
110 ¢

ARY
ISTATE

...124




International Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities Review Vol.1 No.4
CONTENTS

1. SEXUALITY AND DATING EXPERIENCE AIVIONG YOUTHS IN IBADAN, NIGERIA

- AKINWAL B, AKEENLAYOFE. . s ansssssunmssnesoasnssasssnsvssass s rssssssss s s s st s s donss issamini
2. NEW MEDIA: NEW FRONTIER?

- ALLEN NNANWUBA ADUM & CHARITY OGOCHUKWU EKWENCHI! (Ph.D) ...
3. MICROFINANCE BANK IN NIGERIA: AN INSTRUMENT FOR POVERTY ALLIEVATION

= UDUDE. CELINA C. oot e e e e e
4. EVALUATING THE CRISIS OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT PLANNING IN NIGERIA

- IRUONAGBE, TUNDE CHARLES (Ph.D) oot
5. VICISSITUDES OF THE EVOLVING MEDIA IN NIGERIA IN THEIR STRUGGLE FOR FREEN

- KONKWO, D. E. J. (PR oo e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeveaan
6. RELIGION AND WIDOWHOOD PRACTICES IN AWORILAND: KEY ISSUES AND LESSOK

POSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS

= TAYO. O 2GEORGE (PR.D) icciisiaisssiinisinivessstsossssissnsssvisasasses smsussvssssianasss .. _
7. PUBLIC RELATIONS AND INTERNET USAGE: A STRATEGIC APPROACH TO PROMOTIK

CORPORATE IMAGE AND IDENTITY ‘

- OYEDEPO, TUNJI & OKORIE, NELSON ..ioiutviireeeieeiireieeie e e eeeeee e s
8. BRAIN — DRAIN: THE IMPLICATIONS ON THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC SECTORS OF NIGER

- NKWEDE, JOSEPH 0. & NWOQRI, BENJAMlN A T T T I L
9. AFTERMATH EFFECT OF GLOBAL RECESSION ON BANKS DEPOSIT MOBILIZATION!

NIGERIAN I

- NKWEDE, E. FRIDAY .............................................................................................
10. CREDIT POLICY AND PROFITABILITY: A STUDY OF SELECTED MANUFACTURING ((

IN NIGERIA 5

= (OIEICA, STEPHENUA. . s onswivinmmims rinsississsssis s sy sah 68 v a amssis g i s s avasswsasis s Ssonsa eos asesssing ;
11. ASSESSING THE IMPACT OF MICRO-CREDITS ON WOMEN MICRO-ENTREPRENUI

LAGOS STATE, NIGERIA '

- YUSUFF, OLABISI SHERIFAT .......... O e e ;
12. REPORTING SEXUALITY ISSUES: CASES FROM THE NIGERIAN PRESS :

- ANGELA, OSARIEME IGBINOBAN & EKEANYANWU, NNAMDI TOBECHU
13. IMPLICATIONS OF SALARY DISPARITIES ON STATE OWNED TERI

INSTUTITIONS IN SOUTH EASTERN NIGERIA: THE CASE OF EBON
UNIVERSITY, ABAKALIKI
- ULO, FABIAN U. & NKWEDE, JOSEPH O. .....ueiiinimiririinrirniinccenicnecnancissisim




108

I SE T o 2 & F B, RI27. QL
NIGERIAN PRISS

oot

REPORTING SEXUALITY ISSUES: CASES FROM TH

ANGELA OSARIEME IGBINOBA
Department of Mass Communication,
Covenant University, Ota,
Ogun State. Nigeria.

warriousangela vaboo.com

&

FREANYANWU . NNAMDI TOBECHUKWU (PhL.D}
Department of Mass Communication,
Covenant University, Ota,

Ogun State, Nigeria.
+234-8038306772

nekeamyanwu@covenantuniversity.edu.ng or nnamdiekeanyanwu/@yahoo.com

ABSTRACT

Sexuality issues continue to generare heated argumenis whenever such issues are i Th
15 because of the nature of sexualin which ofien evokes emotional debaies. Second. sexis
piays an importani role in population politics of families and nations and most ¢< podicic:

have been fashicned to suit sexualiny and its consequences. Furthermore, religious laws and <
whole range of iaboos have been webbed around the subject of sexuality. Thus, sexualiny s
throughout history been subjecl to manipulation and control by individuals and societies jor
varving reasons. The study which this paper presents, therefore, examines the Nigerian prin
media coveruge of sexuality issues with the intent of determining freatment, framing s

sexuality issues for the period wnder study although most of the stories reported were o)
guality. Furthermore. the reported stories were not given the prominence they deserve. [i
recommended therefore that the media should demysiify the concept of humer sex:
enhance the right sexual attitude amongsi individuals in the society by ensuring thai imajori:
the stories on sexuality issues are sourced from specialists so as to enhance the qualin .7
information disseminated to ithe public on the subject matier.

KEY WORDS: Sex, Sexual Health. Sexuality, Sexuality Education. Sexual Right. Nigerian

Press

INTRODUCTION

Communication, s Schramm (1964) pointed out in Amienyi (1994), is the only thing that wouic
"plant the seed of change" in citizens of developing nations that would enable them to "accept
new goals, new customs and new responsibilities". Development entails making a better life for
everyone. ‘In the present context of 2 highly uneven world, a better life for most people means.
essentially, meeting basic needs: sufficient food to maintain good health: a safe, healthy place in
which to live: ... being treated with dignity and respect” (Peet and Hartwick, 2009).

Before we continue in this discourse there is need to explain some basic concepts that will iieip
set the stage for this paper. First is the issue of development communication which health
communication - falls .under. Development means different things to different people and
professions. However, Wilson (2008) notes that no matter -what meaning one ascribes to it
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development embraces the productive change from a state largely considered undesirable

unacceptable to & more desirable and acceptable one Many scholars have argued that one criticyl
and common factor in the conceptualization of development is that communication constitutes an
important factor in the development process. Development communication is therefore
conceptualized as the systematic. effective and efficient use of communication structures fos
development purposes TV eite G e L0

sy
(Ekeanvanwu, 2008) while Javaweera (1987) cited in Scola (2003118
VIEWS It as:

Svstemaric unlization  of appropriate  commmumicalion

annels  and  techniques 10 increase  people’s
purticipation i developmeni and to inform, motivate,
and train rural population mainly at the grassrools

Yoonisl
revel.

Arisi!m from the end po?Pf of de\'elopment com nu'”canon is soc;d chanﬁe which is viewec

soc1€1_\. Somal cha: Oe is an ever present phen'mwnon in SO\,ld] hte but has be;ome es]
intense in the modern era. Development has been viewed as a people’s capacity toc manage
induce change while development communication is the use of communication structures to
achieve this change. In a unique way, social change may resemble development if considered in
very restrictive sense.

Sexuality, on the other hand, is a central aspect of being human throughout life and encompasses
sex, gender identities and roles, sexual orientation, eroticism, pleasure, intimacy and reproductio
(World Health Organization [WHQO]). Sexuality is experienced and expressed in thoughts.
fantasies, desires, behefs attitudes, values, behaviours, practices, roles and relationships..
(Ikpe, 2004, p.3). While sexuality can include all of these dimensions, not all of them are ahn}s
“a

i
al.

experienced or expressed. Sexuality is influenced by the interaction of biol omcau psycholg
social, economic, political, cultural, ethical, legal, historical, religious and spiritual factors.

Sexuality issues usually covered in the Nigerian press include three basic areas/categories- sexual
health. sexual right and se\' education- which encompass reproductive rights; adolescent and
youth issues; HIV/AIDS; family planning; violence and abuse/female genital cutting/mutilation:
infertility; maternal ! 1ea]th,, abortion and other related topics (i.e. marriage patterns in Nigeria,
women and menopause, contraceptive technology, etc). Sexuality is not just about sex: “it
incorporates values, how you feel about yourself and others. relationships. and even issues such
as substance abuse, and the choices that can be made to illustrate the issues of peer pressure”
(“Region Watch.” 2005, p.10).

To speed up the understanding of sexuality in Nigeria and Africa at large, there is a need to

undertake sexual education and/or studies in sexuality. “Sex education is the introduction of

sexual topics within an educational context.... In some countries "age-appropriate" sex education
often begins in pre-school, whereas other countries leave sex education to the teenage years and
even the late teenage years” (“Human Sexuality”, n.d.).

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

A major barrier to the effective coverage of sexuality issues in Nigeria specifically and Africa
generally is the “ignorance of journalists and the unwillingness of healthcare providers to provide
the necessary information...” (Ike, 2008, p.4). The media. for the purpose of demystifving ‘vhe
subject matter, is competent enouch to, and can actually kick-start a debate on “‘sexuality issues
They are, as viewed by Njiru and Kinya (2006, p.31), as “a powerful influence on all aspects of
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This study aims at ascertaining whether the Nig 1gerian print media disseminate imformation tha

enhance the understanding of hmmm sexuality” in its complex forms/expressions thus fostering a

safc. responsible. respectful, and t Nigerans

f pleasurable (not life threatening) sexua

F
with particular eve on the level
he depth of such coverag i
a
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OBJECTIVES
The study aims at achieving the fo

OF THE STUDY
Hlowing:
f sexuality were fi
1ine which aspect of sexuality has th
scertain the prominence placed on Sexuaht_\ (,‘>)A
Rights (SR issues reported in the Nigerian press.

deierm HW \A4 IL { c\}‘CU\ O

4. To determine the slant given by the Nigerian press to issues regarding S/SH/SR.

5. To determine if the reportage of sexuality issues in the Nigerian print media is of high
quality.

6. To ascertain whether the Nigerian print media identify the sources used in ¢
sexuality issues

7. To determine which type of report has the highest frequency of coverage.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWOREK AND LITERATURE REVIEW
Itis a well-known fact that sexuality “defines the very essence of one’s humanity including one’s
self-image, and his/her definition of being female or male. physical looks and reproductive
capacity. Sexuality therefore is a fundamental aspect of human existence” (Ikpe
Madunagu (2005) sees sexuality: as a concept that is not peculiar to any spec
individuals (male or female) or region but as an ai"rébme atl | bei
e

l‘x}

-

ve ante
¢ anteced

rD

= i th
i iid LiiC

Pt Fasenmlaimse snrrdla
concern ocuiselves with tl

13 1 ogy ¢
betrer tomorrow for future generations, especially in sexuahu issues/matters.

(

i

The Sexuality Leadership Development Fellowship (SLDF, 3”08 observes that sexualiry. sexual
rights and sexual well-being “all three are [potentlall_/] positive and empowering concepts
especiaily for young persons and women. Translating them inito reality. into

ity, into lived experience. i.e.
realizing meaningful and positive sexuality has however remained a challenge for many
individuals and institutions.” Another worrisome phenomenon is the mixing-up of sexuality with
ex education: they are not the same. Sexuality encompasses our entire life. values. norms.
culture. gender. how people perceive their bodies, sexual orientation and behaviours.
reproduction and procreation processes (Garba, 2005).

At the heart of the millennium development goals Nigeria strives to achieve, are the issues of
sexuality such as ‘poverty fuelling sexual health diseases, early marriages, limited access to
quality information, sexual violence, and gender inequality....” (Ike, 2008, p.1). The media. in
past studies, most often emerges as the principal source of information on sexuality asides
friends, sexual partners, schools and parents. They have been noted for conveying information
concerning sexually transmitted diseases (STDs), outcomes of sexual relationships. sexual
hygiene and puberty signs. Cross-fertilization and experience sharing on sexuality issues are
achieved when the Sexuality Leadership Development Fellowship (SDLF) assembles young

Africans (aged 35 or below) to advertise “core concerns in sexuality such as healthy and
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on human sexuality would be beneficial first to the target audience and then the general populace
It is expected that individuals see to it that the Nigerian print media do not avoid carrving out
thetr duty as expected so that they are not found wanting.

Under the second-level agenda and object salience theory, what really matiers is not whether
sexuality issues are being covered by the Nigerian print media or not but how sexuvaliny issues are
projected in the Nigerian press while setting them as the agenda for the public. W are the ways
and manners the Nigerian print media cover human sexualiny that help them ac ‘
making 1t a subject for society to think about?

di

he agenda-setting theory entails the predetermination of the public issues that are sienifican
and those that are insignificant in the society at a stipulated period of time through the selection
of particular news stories and other kinds of information for dissemination as well as the
ascribing of importance or emphasis to such stories and information. The underlying assumption
in this theory is that media agenda influence public agenda (i.e. what issues people discuss at «
given time), and public agenda, in turn, influence policy agenda. i.e. the policy priorities
government. In relation to the subject matter (sexuality issues) being discussed. an application of
this theory by media professionals implies that frequent selection and prominent display of
stories on sexuality will provoke public discussion on it which may invariably influence
government to align its policy priorities with the wishes and aspirations of the people.

O

The mass media should not only predetermine what issues are of national importance at the

moment neither should they maintain a neutral or positive slant on any critical issue (i.e
sexuality issues), if they must be acknowledged socially responsible. Since the press is so
powerful as to influence the perceptions of the public on a particular issue, then it behooves it.
the task of ensuring that the society obtains a true and clearer picture of the sexuality concept.
The press can only achieve this when it maintains a positive stand on topical issues as sexuality.
It should be noted that the press must be responsible in handling facts about topical issues as
human sexuality. The media no matter the facts and/or the level of objectivity involved mus
positively present every agenda. That is. no matter how objective the reporter wants to present
the issue (i.e. sexuality) in the newspaper (in the case of print media), hie must report the i1ssue in
such a manner that the public would not only think about the issue but also about the
consequences/implications surrounding the issue. This will help to inform the decision(s) of the

public towards addressing such issue (i.e. sexuality) positively.

When the Nigerian press consistently take a particular (positive) slant on a topical/national issue
(i.e. sexuality) in its reportage, the audience will gradually and/or subconsciously align itself with
the position of the media on such issue. The media’s presentation of such an issue is the main
factor that determines the opinion of the public concerning that issue. Based on the significance
of this study. therefore. we noted that what really matters to agenda setting is not the quantity of
media reporting per se but the quality. It would do us no good if the media just play up particular
issues (perhaps for the fun of it) instead of addressing them properly i.e. positively. When the
media present issues relating to sexuality to the public, for instance, they have to ensure they do
not only lay emphasis on issues in isolation but also on strategic and practical steps the public
needs to know and note (if possible adopt) towards demystifying sexuality issues as well as
providing adequate enlightenment on them.

METHOD OF STUDY
Content analysis is the study design used in this study. Five newspapers and magazines-

Guardian, Punch, Tribune, Newswaich and Tell- from over 50 Nigerian newspapers/magazines
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press for a period of six months are analyzed and presented in this study  The total istue

published by the selected newspapers and news magazines were analyzed. This amounted o 370 2
or 31 issues per month per newspaper and news magazine. depending on the month in questior

This method is known as “total enumeration™ or ““census melhod'ﬂ The mstrument of datz -
collection used for this study was the coding sheet. The measurements/Units of Analvsis are as

presented below: i -

A. FREQUENCY OF COVERAGE: The researchers counted the titles of every report on F. S0
sexuality issues as they appear in the selected newspapers and newsmagazines 1o determine the (1. ]
frequency of coverage.
B. ASPECTS: The aspects covered the major divisions/categorical classifications of sexualit - \
issues (which are basically three) that concern this study. They are as given below: New s
01-S: Sexualiny - (2. z»‘l
02- SH: Sexual Health b
03- SR: Sexual Right 04- Oki‘:
G. ST
C. PLACEMENT/PROMINENCE: This was basically used to determine prominence attached 01- Ne
to a story or news. In the Nigerian media landscape. stories that appear on the front page of 02- Nev
newspapers and newsmagazines are regarded as the most important stories of the day. This was 03- Ed:
further coded thus: 04- Int
01- Front page: Very important sexuality issues published on the front page(s). 05- Op
02- Back page: Sexuality issues next in importance published on the back page(s). 06- z,i
03- Inside page: Least important sexuality issues published on the inside page(s). For the
Magazine category, any report that is featured in less than 10 column inches of th

€
magazine is regarded as not important while those that are featured in more than 10
columns inches are regarded as important stories.

D. DIRECTION/TONE/SLANT: This coding category was used to determine the tone or slant
the press took in its reportage of sexuality issues. The coding categories adapted for this study
mclude: A

01- Favourable: Sexuality issues that are presented in such a way that the reader(s) can view

&

such 1ssues in the right context and take a positive stand on related areas of concern.

02- Neutral: Sexuality issues that are given a balanced coverage without concentrating on either
the negative or positive sides of such issues.

03- Unfavourable: The slant is considered negative when sexuality issues are presented in such a
way that the reader(s) are forced to perceive such issues in a negative context and take a
negative stand on related areas of concern.

E. QUALITY OF THE REPORTS: This was measured according to the level of materiality.

clarity, balance and accuracy reflected in the reports on sexuality issues. Ekeanyanwu (2007)

developed labels for the purpose of measuring the quality of issues reported and they are

presented thus:

01- Very High Reports: are adjudged by the researchers as excellent in quality with regard to
the content and the language of presentation of the reports. Such reports are also free of
grammatical, syntax and other forms of errors usually found in most newspapers published
in developing societies like Nigeria.

02- High Reports: are adjudged by the researchers to be very good in quality with regard to the
content and the language of presentation of the reports. Such reports also have very few of
grammatical, syntax and other forms of errors usually found in most newspapers published

in developing societies like Nigeria. ‘ Tables 4

03- Very Low Reports: are adjudged by the researchers to be very poor in quality with regard to newspap
the content and the language of presentation of the reports. Such reports are also full of
114
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grammatical, syntax and other forms of errors usually found in most newspapers published
es in developing societies like Ni:c—riﬁ
iy - Low Reports: are adjudged by the researchers to be poor in qmm“ with rezard to the content
n and the language of presentation of the reports. Such reports «.}sa contain grammatical.
la syntax and other forms of errors usually found in most newspapers published in developing
as societies hike Nigeria.
on F. SOURCE: This category was used to determine the bylines attached to the stories.
1€ &)9~ In-house/Local/Internal sources: News sources comprising individuals/sta from within

-4

the Nigerian media industry who are employed by the newspaper under study.
ty 02- News Agency reports: Sexuality issues and reports in the T\':” rian
News Agencies.
03- Unidentified sources: This will specifically refer to news stories written without a known
byline and the sources used in writing the stories are also not identified.
04- Others: Sources that do not belong to any of the groups stated above.
G.STORY TYPE/CONTENT CATEGORIES ' ;

iz sourced from

3d. : 01- News story
of (2- News analysis/ Feature
as 03- Editorial

04- Interpretative article
03- Opinion article
06- Picture/Photo news

1€
3 RESULTS
10 A total of 594 issues of the three Nigerian daily newspapers and two Nigerian news magazines
were sampled. These issues gave rise to 1748 items on sexuality for the period under study. The
; percentage of this to the entire news reports in the Nigerian press for the study period was not
nt ' determined as it is not within the purview of this study. Please, note that the selected units of
Iy : analysis were content analyzed using statistical tables, simple percentages and bar charts. On the
frequency of coverage, the following results emerged:
AV
TABLE 4.1
& : DISTRIBUTION OF SEXUALITY ISSUES IN THE NIGERIAN PRESS
Table 4.1.1 Table 4.1.2
Categories - Categories
Chips Xl (For Valid
v, Newspaper) | Percent | Magazine) Percent
7) Punch 404 Newawate e
re Guardia 29 7 I h E
n — Tell 59.5
to Tribune 369 | Total 100.0
Bt Total | 1000 o
:d : N=74
1e N=1674 |
of
2d
Tables 4.1.1 and 4.1.2 show the frequency of coverage of sexuality issues in the selected
t(; newspapers and news magazines. The tables show that sexuality issues are actually reported in
o] A
4 115
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DISTRIBUTION OF SEXUALITY

,,,,, eirnational Journaf of Sc

rian press while Table 4.2.1 and 4.2.2 display the aspects of sexuahity

TABLE 4.2

Table 4.2.1
Newspaper Aspects

ASPECTS IN THE !

1ssues actualiy a

Categories (For | Valid Categories (For | Valid
Newspaper) Percent Magazine) Percen
Sexuality 34.8 :_, Sexuality 16572
Sexual Heuhh 59.0 | Sexual =18
Sexual Right | 6.3 Health Y
Total 100.0 Sexual 6.8

N=74
N=167 a
4
TABLE 4.3
DISTRIBUTION OF SEXUALITY ISSUES IN THE NIGERIAN PRINT MEDIA
ACCORDING TO PROMINENCE
Table 4.3.1 Table 4.3.2
Categories (For | Valid Categories (For Valid
Newspaper) Percent Magazine) Percent
Front page 85 10 columns & 6.8
Back page 3.2 Above :
Inside page 88 2 0-10 columns 93.2
Total 100.0 = 100
Yo ¥ T A
i ol N=74

Tables 4.3.1 and 4.3.2

2 display the prominence placed on the sexuality issues reported in the

Nigerian print media (x e. newspapers and news magazines). As shown above. most of the reports
appear on the inside pages indicating low prominence. The same scenario played out in the
Maoazine where the reports were presented in column inches less than 10.

TABLE 4.4

DISTRIBUTION OF SEXUALITY ISSUES IN THE NIGERIAN PRINT MEDIA

ACCORDING TO SLANT

Table 4.4.1 Table 4.4.2
(‘dkg ories (FO!' Valid Categories (FQ Jalid
Newspaper) Percent Magazine) Percent

Favourable 44.9 l Favourable 514 |
Neutral 48.1 } Neutral 41.9 |
Unfavourable 6.9 | ‘Unfavourable | 6.8 ;
Total 100.0 | Total 100.0

N=1674 | N=74
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Tables 4.4.1 and 4.4.2 displa

{
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TI

v the slant of sexuality issues in the Nigerian print media. The three

categories used for direction of sexuality issues are favourable. neutral and unfavourabie.

TABLE 4.5
DISTRIBUTION OF SEXUALITY ISSUES IN THE NIGERJIAN PRINT MFEDIA
ACCORDING TO QUALITY

Table4.5.1 Table 4.5.2

Categories (For - - e

Newspaper) Valid Percent Categories (For Valid
era Hialk Newspaper) Percent
Repar 10.3 Very High .
High Report 74.1 Rf?pprl
e Lo High Report 97.3
Report 6.] Total 100.0
Low Report 9.3 oy
Total 100.0 i

N=1674

Tables 4.5.1 and 4.5.2 display the report quality of sexuality issues in the Nigerian press. The
results show that the Nigerian press has not done badly in this area as most of the reports were
adjudged of high quality.

TABLE 4.6
DISTRIBUTION OF SEXUALITY ISSUES IN THE NIGERIAN PRINT MEDIA
ACCORDING TO SOURCE

Table 4.6.1 Table 4.6.2
A : T
Categories (For Valid | Q?\tyeg?rles (f-f)or P\ ?}édt :
Nev/spaper) Percent Sepapel, - L
) " Internal source 54.1
Internal Sources 63.3 e 4
News Agency Sources | 6.0 _ : Z\:cse' geney 2.7
Unidentified Sources | 189 | i?ni‘dentiﬁed
Others 118 — 18.9
Total 100.0 Others 243
oy Total 100.0
N=167
4 : N=74

Tables 4.6.1 and 4.6.2 show that the Nigerian press predominantly used in-house staff to cover
and report sexuality issues. This is commendable. What has been observed in previous studies is
an unhealthy dependence on foreign sources for even local issues and stories. The Nigerian press
also did well with regard to story classification used. The result as presented in Table 4.7 shows
that News Analysis and Features had more than 50 percent of the stories allocated to them. This
is very healthy indeed. News Analysis/Features definitely featured the news behind the news and
also gave detailed analysis, back-grounding and in-depth information on issues related to
Sexuality. Sexual Health and Sexual Rights.
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TABLE 4.7

4

Table 4.7.1 Table 4.7.2
Categories (For Catecories(For Vahd
Newspaper) Valid Percent M;gdziné) B e
‘:i:*z SNy 25.2 News story 39.2
Analysis/Feature 02 HEG ey T 43.2
P " zinz?l}:'s.ls!/keaun’c e
_ . : Editorial 1.4
Interpretative Article | 3.9 Interpretative o
Opinion Article 1.6 article g
Picture/Photo News | 5.0 Total 00.0
Total 100.0
N=1674 N=74
DISCUSSION

It could be inferred from the data presented that for the study period of six months. the
newspapers and two news magazines together reported 1,748 stories. Out of this, 1674 were
reported in newspapers while 74 were reported in the news magazines. Tables 4.1.1 and 4.1.2
above clearly illustrate this fact. The highest percentage of the 1748 stories on sexuality issu
was given to sexual health as shown in Tables 4.2.]1 and 4.2.2. The study also revealed that th
prominence given to stories on sexuality issues by the three newspapers and two news magazins
was observed to be of least importance as most of: the reports were inside page stories. Ther
were ]itﬂe or no back page and front page stories. This data is-illustrated in Tables 4.5.1

4.3.2. The data generated from the three newspapers and two news magazines also indicate that
sexuahty issues, according to content categones were mostly reported as news analysis/feature
and least reported as editorial (See Tables 4.7.1 and 4.7.2). The data presentation. analysis cu,:i
discussion have also contributed immensely to answering the research questions as well as

satisfying the study objectives.

(¢}
(%]

RESEARCH QUESTION ONE

What aspects of sexuality were frequently featured in the Nigerian press?

Table 4.1 did justice to this question. Within the period under study. 1674 stories were
in the three newspapers and 74 were reported in the two news magazines making a tota
stories in the Nigerian press. Tables 4.2.1 and 4.2.2 further illustrate that all the three as
sexuality issues- Sexuality, Sexual Health and Sexual Right- were reported in the
Nigerian print media organizations within the period under study.

Although Sexuality, Sexual Health and Sexual Right go hand-in-hand, and the subject of sexual
health cannot be played down as regards sexuality issues. The Nigerian press ought to have
concentrated most of the reports on sexuality. In reference to the statement of the problem. the
study aimed at ascertaining the level of responsibility displayed by the Nigerian press in
disseminating information that enhance the understanding of ‘human sexuality’ in its complex
forms/expressions thus serving as a foundation for the appropriate understanding of the other two
aspects of sexuality issues- sexual health and sexual right.
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RESEARCH QUESTION TWO
Wh:ﬂ aspect of sexuality has the highest frequency of reportage?

Tables 4.2.1 and 4.2.2 go further to illustrate that among the three categories of the subject mattes
(human sexuality). sexual health was primarily set as the agendum by the Nigerian press for
individuals in the country. Thus. the Agenda Setting theory comes 1o bear at this point 1o
reinforce the role of the Nigerian press.

RESEARCH QUESTION THREE

What is the prominence placed on S/SH/SR issues reported in the Nigerian press”

It can be deduced from Tables 4.3.1 and 4.3.2 that the Nigerian press did not attach muct
importance to stories on sexuality issues. Considering the significance of the subject matter in
question, the Nigerian print media is expected to have most of their stories on sexuality issues on
the front pages and back pages. However, this is not the case as majority of the stories (88.2°
and 93.2% in the newspapers and the news magazines respectively) are positioned at different
places within the inside pages of the Nigerian print media. Since prominence is one way of
determining how sexuality issues are presented in the Nigerian press. the Second-Level ~\ucnu }
and Object Salience theory is of much relevance in this area.

RESEARCH QUESTION FOUR

What 1s the slant given by the Nigerian press to issues regarding S/SH/SR?

Based on the findings of the study, Tables 4.4.1 and 4.4.2 indicate that the three newspapers had
the least amount (i.e. 6.9%) of unfavourable stories on sexuality issues, more favourable ones
(i.e. 44.9%) and most (i.e. 48.1%) were reported neutrally. In the case of the two news
magazines, stories on sexuality issues had the least amount (i.e. 6.8%) of unfavourable coverage.
more (i.e. 41.9%) of neutral coverage and most (i.e. 51.4%) of favourable coverage.

The social responsibility theory lays a demand on the Nigerian press to do a responsible coverage
of sexuality issues, which of course, would be favourable most of the time. However. this does
not seem to be the case based on the findings of the study.

RESEARCH QUESTION FIVE

Are S/SH/SR issues reported in the Nigerian pr n.t media of high quality?

The illustration in Table 4.5.1 and 4.5.2 is an affirmation that sexuality issues in the Nigerian
print media are of high quality. Going by the findings of the study. the Nigerian press can be
adjudged as responsible in the coverage of sexuality issues within the period under study. These
findings, however, met the expectations of the press as outlined in the Second-leve! Agenda and
Object Salience theory. Based on such expectations, the main concern of the study is on how the
Nigerian press covers sexuality issues (as regards quality) not necessarily the amount of coverage
given to such issues. According to the theory (Second-level Agenda and Object Salience). the
manner in which the (Nigerian) press covers human sexuality determines if it will end up being a
matter for the society to think about as well as gain from. -

RESEARCH QUESTION SIX

Do the Nigerian print media identify the sources used in reporting sexuality issues?

The findings in Table 4.6 indicate that the Nigerian print media identify the sources used in
reporting sexuality issues. This identification of sources as well as the percentage identified as
internal sources further give credence to the stories on sexuality issues and thus reinforce the
social responsibility role of the Nigerian prmt media, which is encapsulated in the Social

Responsibility theory.
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RESFARCH QUESTION SEVEN

f Which type of report has the highest coverage of sexualiry issues?
['he answer to this queqtifm can be 4educed ﬂ'om thies 4.7.1 and 4.7.2. For the period under
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CONCLUSION

(‘s

has not performed credi -mb}\ well in its

needs to focus more on the crux of every subject matter she reports an
the agenda for the day but to do it effective 1_\ d responsibly. T
lot of attention to Editorials, which are commonly used

importance of subject matiers such as sexuality issues.
1
i

recommendations are put forward to help address the lacuna

coverage.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Legal. social, political, cultural, and religious forces can use their power restrict access to Ameri
sexual materials as well as to prevent people from e »,\D’eibl i nl :
sexual orientations that may be heavily stigmatized or illega
2001). The government is one of such people in power that can infl]
sexuality 1ssues are disseminated in the Nigerian press.
Second, government should support comprehensive sexuality education offered by the print
media with the provision of reasonable financial aid(s) which the government must itte
to. ,
Third, the Nigerian government has to come in financially so as to create that enabling work
environment for journalists to play their social responsibility role to the public efficiently
Adequate provision must be made for journalists in the Nige I i
while reporting critical matters such as sexuality issues.
A subject of this nature can only be disseminated adequately in terms of tone and quality when
journalists who specialize in such area serve as the source of such stories covered in the Nigerian
print media. As presented in this study, majority of the stories on sexuality issues were sourced
internally but the issue here is not in having internal sources but having the right internal sources
(i.e. journalists that specialize in the subject matter). Going by the recommendation of Serour and man
Ragab (2005):
There is need for an intervention programme thai would provide a Tke, N. |
targeted group of newspaper writers with correct, understandable,
reliable, and sustainable package of information on sexuality and

ki

7
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reproductive. health issues. The Ministry of Health and Population Ikpe. E.
could design and implement such a programme, which in the past

proved 1o be successful in the area of family planning. To implement the Madunag
suggested programme. there is also a need to work with senior edilors. o]
7o develop a database of the journalists who are interested and qualified L:
10 work in the subject area and also to conduct training programmes for No Auth
the targeted journalists. In addition, it would be important to form a

network of the target journalisis and to develop a press briefing kil Peet. R.
which should be updated frequently. Are

Serous

With these, we are proposing that the Nigerian media (whether print, broadcast ot the internet) Sex
should adopt a culture of presenting sexual content in a responsible manner. In an ﬁddmOn. the
media should help do the following:
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. Recognize sex as a healthy and natural part of life.

2. Encourage and stress the importance of parent and child conversations about sex

5. Provide a platform to showcase the consequences of unprotected sex.

4. Mount media campaigns that indicate the use of contraceptives as a normal part of sexual
relationships.

5. Depict rape as a crime of violence and not one of passion.

6. Promote the use of condoms to prevent STDs and pregnancy for adolescents and aduin
who are already sexually active.

7. Promote campaigns that encourage the citizenry to seek help whenever their sexualiny i

violated or their sexual rights trampled upon.
In this manner, the Nigerian print media would successfully demystify the concept of humu
sexuality and enhance the right sexual attitude amongst individuals in society.
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