











GLOBAL NEWS FLOW CONTROVERSY 1¢

hemisphere, those
countries of the South ere
made to depend on the
North for their survival.

This scenario continued until around the
middle of the 20" century when
decolonization started. Notwithstanding
the political decolonization of Africa, the
emergent independent African sates still
remained economically dependent on the
former colonial powers. Agba (2002:258)
further observes that:

Even after the colonialist

had relinquished, though,

partially, their hold of the

Third World countries by

way of granting them

political independence, the

colonial powers further

created a relationship

whereby they still had an

exploitative influence over

their former colonies. This

amounts to a dangerous but

subtle form of colonization

described as

neocolonialism. :

Neocolonialism as a concept connotes a
complex device or method of indirect and
subtle form of domination by political,
economic, social, military or technical
forces within and outside each African
state. The economic forces included
continuing economic dependence on the
former colonial powers, integration into
former colonial economic blocs;
economic infiltration of agents of former
colonial powers through capital

investment, loans, aid, unequal concession:
and finances directly controlled by forme:
colonial powers. These situations have made
Africa to continuously suffer the colossa
disadvantages of unequal exchange and worlc
division of labour and also, remair
perpetually dependent on the North
Furthermore it is believed that the level o
economic development of a country largels
determines the level of development in othe
spheres of politics, defense, science anc
technology. Consequently, the economi
empowerment of the countries of the Nortl
has, therefore been seen as responsible fo
their advancement in all facets of lifi
including information and communication
Armed with their various communicatios
technologies, the industrial world controls th
international flow of news and information
News is slanted in favour of the westen
countries in both qualitative and quantitativ:
terms.

Asnoted earlier, the NFC is one of the debate
in the New World Information an
Communication Order (NWICO). One ma’
ask therefore, what the NWICO is all about
According to Traber (1985:ii), one of th
starting points in the demand for NWICO wa
the right of nations to participate in
multidirectional flow of information on th_
basis of equality. At the commencement of the
NWICO debate, this equality was completely
lacking in the international information
system which was some or less a one-way
flow of media materials from the developed
capitalist and information rich nations of the
North to the developing, information poor
nations of the South. To this end, according to
Okunna (1993:93-4), “the demand for

An Interdisciplinary Journal of Communication Studies






















































































