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PREFACE

This book is intended to be an overview of teaching and learning
psychology internationally, including papers that demonstrate the current state
of international psychological research and practice. It summarises what those
of us on the Organising Committee of the International Conference on
Psychology Education (ICOPE) know about teaching and learning, drawing on
our own experiences, our published and edited research in the area and the'mgny
papers contributed from the International Conference on Psychology Education
and International Council of Psychologists joint conference in Foz do Iguagu,
Brazil in 2005. The book disseminates information about good practice and
covers many aspects of teaching, including curriculum, planning, activities and
assessment practices from countries throughout the world. Useful papers from
many areas of applied psychology that may be of interest to both teachers and
students of psychology, as well as practicing psychologists, are included. The
aim of the béok is to provide up-to-date coverage of key areas of psychological
research which have relevance to psychology education in a manner that is both
technically accurate and readily understandable. The book incorporates research
and perspectives from psychologists and professors from more than 20 countries
throughout the world. It includes relevant information for secondary (high
school), undergraduate (baccalaureate) and post-graduate (M.A,, Doctoral and
Post-Doctoral) programmes.

A key feature of the book is its international perspective on psychology
teaching and leamning. There is an enormous North American influence on
psychology education, due in no small part to the success of textbooks such as
the various versions of Hilgard and Atkinson’s ‘Introduction to Psychology’.
However, there remain many differences in how psychology is approached and
taught in various parts of the world, which need to be recognised. The authors
have extensive experience teaching using many mediums, including interactive
television, web-courses, distance seminars and traditional lecture courses in
many countries, including Russia, Brazil, Italy, Mexico, the U.S. and the UK
and have worked in programme evaluation and examination in those countries,
as well as others. We draw on these extensive experiences in synthesising the
material gathered here.

Members of the ICOPE Organising Committee with expertise teaching
psychology at these various levels and in many places wrote the chapters and
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edited the papers included within each. The papers were contributed by noted
psychologists and professors of psychology from throughout the world, selected
from those presented at the conference. Although all of the editors
collaboratively shared knowledge in refining the chapters throughout, we each
took specific responsibility for designated chapters most related to our own
expertise.

Carlo Prandini of the University of Bologna wrote and edited the
chapters on secondary education. Carlo has extensive experience in secondary
teacher training in Italy and has also taught psychology at the secondary level.
William Gomes, Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS), Brazil
co-wrote the section on university-level psychology teaching in Brazil. Dr.
Gomes has extensive teaching and research experience in this area and recently
served on a federal government committee for curricular reform for training
Brazilian psychologists. He spent his last sabbatical at the University of
Michigan in the U.S., broadening his familiarity of teaching practices with noted
psychology educator William McKeachie. Dr. Claudio Hutz, also of UFRGS,
also contributed to the chapter on South America. Originally educated in srael
and the U.S, he has worked in psychology teaching and programme
administration for over two decades, and consulted and served on committees
related to this field in China, the EU, throughout South America and elsewhere.
He is currently actively involved with graduate programme evaluation in Brazil.

Victor Karandashev, the organiser of the 1st International Conference
on Psychology Education in St. Petersburg, Russia in 2002 and a driving force
behind the continuing success of the international conferences on psychology
teaching and learmning contributed his vision for the future of international
psychology, and summarized psychology education in Europe at the present
time. Dr. Stephen Newstead, Dean at the University of Plymouth, UK, noted
cognitive psychologist and former president of the British Psychological
Society, summarized recent research on best practices in psychology teaching
and assessment. Dr. Newstead is an active force in programme quality
evaluation in the UK and elsewhere.

I summarised teaching practices in other areas of the world with the
help of colleagues who work in those regions based on my experiences and
research projects in the respective countries presented. | also edited the text
throughout, along with Dr. Newstead’s assistant Sheila Truscott and Amanda
Millar, our helpful editor and typesetter at Cambridge Scholars Press, for the
sake of accuracy, clarity and consistency. | apologise in advance for any
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This book is dedicated to all of our colleagues who have devoted their
time and energy to help us bring together information about the
similarities and differences of teaching and practicing psychology
throughout their respective countries. It is especially dedicated to
Professor Emnesto Alvarez (1953-2007), former Dean of Psychology at
Universidad Autonoma de Baja California (UABC), who spent much of
his life bringing together students and professors of psychology from
around the world. »
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