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ABSTRACT

Mn doped perovskite structured NdpgMngiFeO3 nanoparticles have been successfully prepared using
hydrothermal method in aqueous medium. The structural and morphological properties were investi-
gated using XRD, SEM, FE-SEM, and TGA. After establishing the structure and morphology of the com-
pound, thorough investigation into elemental composition with the use of EDX and XPS were carried out.
Microstructure arrangement was done with the use of HR-TEM while the BET analysis confirmed the high
surface area of the nanoparticles. The structural information was further investigated by AFM. The
average particle size of NdggMng;FeO3 nanoparticles increased from 60 to 100 nm with increasing
annealing temperature from 500 to 1000 °C, respectively. The structural characterizations confirmed the
perovskite nanoparticles to be crystalline orthorhombic structure. Moreover, the new material was
explored as anode material for Li-ion battery. The galvanostatic cycling measurement shows that the
cells possess reversible specific capacity of 763 mAhg~! at a current density of 0.5 Ag~' after 100 cycles.
The charging and discharging profiles shows that the compound of this kind could be future candidate
for electrode material.

© 2018 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

1. Introduction

The demand for renewable energy in electricity production and
transportation sector is increasing rapidly everyday over the last
decade due to steady increase in the world population [1-3]. Also,
due to dwindling resources and uncontrolled environmental
pollution issues, the ease of processing the fossil fuel to cater for
urgent demands has reduced drastically [4,5]. In order to meet up
with these challenges, researchers have been directing efforts to-
ward controlling the situation by seeking new and efficient ways to
produce, transport, store, and consume energy [6—9]. High demand
for better technology on energy storage and conversion has
brought innovation to rechargeable batteries with design of new
electrodes to improve their cycling life [7,10—13]. Based on this idea,
Lithium ion (Li-ion) batteries have experienced continuous devel-
opment in the last decades [12,14—18]. The new generation of
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energy technology is gearing towards designing super specific
electrodes for lithium ion batteries with high safety performance
[10,11], high energy and power density to exhibit a higher theo-
retical specific capacity which will be much higher than that of the
present commercial electrode materials in the market [19—21]. It
has been reported [15,17,22,23] that Li-ion batteries possess higher
energy density than other common batteries such as lead acid,
Nickel Cadmium (Ni-Cd) and Nickel Metal Hydroxide (Ni-MH) used
in various applications. Therefore, it has attracted much interest
from both industries and governments. The lithiated graphite
anode has been reported to have maximum gravimetric capacity of
372mAg~! [6,24—26]. The future must be shaped to guarantee
continuous sustainable of Li-ion batteries by developing new anode
materials that allow Li-based batteries to have high gravimetric and
volumetric capacity and power density as the current graphite
anodes material can hardly meet the future demand for high
energy.

In the quest for new anode materials, transition metal oxides
and alloys have been extensively explored by various research
groups within the current decades. The GeO;, and Ge/C composite
have been reported to show high capacities of 1860 and
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1680 mAhg~! coupling with good cycling stability, at the current
rates of 1C and 10C, respectively while ferrites like Fe304/RGO, and
CuFe;04 have been displayed as promising anode materials with
high specific capacity of around 849.6 mAhg~! and 670 mAhg~!
accordingly [27—29]. However, studies show that 3D materials get
confronted with reduce voltage hysteresis at higher temperature.
Metal oxide based ABO; perovskite materials have been
exploited for various area of applications such as catalytic appli-
cations [30,31], sensors, permeation membranes [32], photo elec-
trolysis of water producing hydrogen, magnetic data storage, solid
oxide fuel cells [33—35], glass-polishing [36], and as an ultraviolet
absorbent in photovoltaic applications [37—40]. It is a material with
great flexibility and has been adopted successfully as anode ma-
terial in Ni/MH batteries due to its thermal stability [41,42] ease of
preparation and it ability to tune its properties to fit the current
system. They have high proton conductivity at high temperatures
than other metal oxides [43]. Exploring perovskites type oxide as
anode material in Li-ion batteries is a research area under devel-
opment. Thus, the idea leads us to designing of new perovskite
material with special combination arrangement which may involve
doping of A or B site to enhance its electronic and optical properties.
Several routes have been used to prepare perovskites, includes
chemical methods, such as sol—gel [45—47], pyrolysis of metallo-
organic precursors, combined polymerization, co-precipitation
and hydrothermal routes [48—50]. Among these methods, hydro-
thermal method has been found to be a simple and gives room to
structural modification to obtain the desired morphology [51,52].
Herein, we explore Mn doped Ndp9gMng1FeOs perovskite as the
anode material for the first time in our quest for new anode ma-
terial with high specific capacity to replace the commonly used
graphite anode. The perovskite was prepared through facile hy-
drothermal method and structurally established to confirm the
presence of manganese within its distorted octahedral structure.
This is expected to significantly increase the electronic conduction
of the material and hence should not significantly vary as Li is
intercalated and de-intercalated within the Li-ion batteries.

2. Experimental
2.1. Materials preparation

Neodymium nitrate hexahydrate (Nd(NO3)3.6H,0), manganese
nitrate hexahydrate (Mn(NOs),.6H,0), iron (IlI) nitrate non-
ahydrate (Fe(NO3)3.9H,0) and citric acid monohydrate
(CeHg07.H,0) were used as starting materials. All the chemicals
used are products of Sigma-Aldrich. They are of analytical pure
grade (99.9%) and used as obtained without further purification.

The nanostructure perovskite NdggMngFeOswas synthesized
via hydrothermal method [36,37]. Briefly, equivalent of 0.9 M of
neodymium nitrate hexahydrate (11.83 g) was dissolved in 20 mL of
doubly distilled water and stirred for 30 min after which solutions
of 0.1 M (0.75¢g) of manganese nitrate hexahydrate and 1M
(12.12 g) of iron (III) nitrate nonahydrate in 30 mL of distilled water
were added and further stirred for 30 min to obtain black solution.
The molar amount of citric acid added as surfactant was equal to
the total molar number of precursors in the solution. The solution
was stir for 2 h before it was transferred into a 100 mL Teflon-lined
stainless-steel autoclave, sealed and put in hot air oven. The tem-
perature was maintained at 180 °C for 24 h after that the autoclave
was removed from the oven and allowed to cool to room temper-
ature. The precipitate obtained was separated with centrifugation,
washed with deionized water, anhydrous ethanol several times
respectively and then dried in air at 100 °C for 4 h. The powder
product obtained was calcined different temperatures at 400 500,
700 and 900 °C for 5 h each with the heating rate set at 5°C min~!

to obtain maximum open porosity using programmed box furnace.
The product obtained at the end of each step of the calcination was
subjected to characterization.

2.2. Characterization

Thermogravimetric analysis was performed using simultaneous
thermal analyzer (TG/DTA, SDT Q 600 V20) within the range of RT
to 1000 °C under nitrogen atmosphere. Powder X-ray diffraction
(XRD) was carried out in a PANalytical X'Pert PRO X-ray diffrac-
tometer with Cu-Ka radiation at a scanning rate of 0.02°s~ . Fourier
transform infrared (FT-IR) spectroscopy was performed on a
Thermo Nicolet 200 FT-IR spectrometer using the KBr pellet tech-
nique. A spectrum was collected in the mid-IR range from 400 to
4000 cm~! with a resolution of 1cm~'. The surface morphology,
chemical composition, and structural identification of the prepared
material were characterized with the use of Field Emission Scan-
ning Electron Microscopy (FE-SEM), energy-dispersive X-ray anal-
ysis (EDX) (SEM - JEOL ]JSM-6380LV), and high-resolution
transmission electron microscopy (HRTEM, JEM 2100 F), performed
with an acceleration voltage of 200 kV by placing the powder on a
copper grid. The selected area electron diffraction (SAED) patterns
were also obtained by HR-TEM and were interpreted with the use of
CrysTBox software. X-Ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) mea-
surements were obtained using the ESCA + Omicron UK XPS sys-
tem with a Mg-Ka source and photon energy of 1486.6 eV. All the
binding energies were referenced to the C 1s peak at 284.6 eV of the
surface adventitious carbon. The Brunauer Emmett-Teller (BET)
isotherm of the product calcined at 900 °C was analysed by nitro-
gen adsorption in a Autosorb iQ station 1 (version 3.01) adsorption
apparatus. The sample was degassed at 180 °C prior to nitrogen
adsorption measurements. Desorption and adsorption isotherms
were used to determine the pore size distribution and surface area
by the Barret—Joyner—Halender (BJH) method.

2.3. Electrochemical measurements

The electrochemical measurements of the product calcined at
900 °C were recorded using 2032-coin cells. Working electrodes
consist of active material (70 wt %), acetylene black (20 wt%) and
polyvinylidene fluoride binder (10 wt %) dissolved in N-methyl-2-
pyrrolidone grounded to form homogeneous slurries and paste
onto pure Cu foil followed by vacuum dried at 70 °C for 24 h. The
coated Cu foil was punched into disks and used as the working
electrodes. The cells were assembled in an Ar-filled glovebox (O,
and HyO contents <1 ppm) using lithium metal as the counter/
reference electrode while celgard 2400 polypropylene film was
used as the separator. The electrolyte used is 1 M LiPF6 dissolved in
a mixture of ethylene carbonate, dimethyl carbonate, and diethyl
carbonate (1:1:1, in vol. %). The electrochemical performances of
the cells were evaluated by galvanostatic charge/discharge (GCD)
on a Land CT 2001A battery tester within the voltage range of
0.02—3V (vs. Li/Li*). Cyclic voltammetry (CV) was conducted on a
CHI-660D electrochemical workstation with a scan rate of
0.5mVs~! within a voltage window of 0.02—3V (vs. Li/Li*). Elec-
trochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) was performed within a
frequency range of 100 kHz to 0.01 Hz by applying a sine wave with
amplitude of 5mV.

3. Results and discussion
3.1. Synthesis

The synthetic procedure followed is depicted in Fig. 1. The re-
action paths leading to formation of nanoporous NdggMng1FeO3
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Fig. 1. Schematic diagram for the synthetic procedure of the nanoporous Ndy9MngFeOs, the photograph of the material obtained at different temperature and TGA/DTA curves for

NdooMngFeOs precursor from 25 to 1000 °C are presented together.

was carefully monitor with effect of gradual calcination tempera-
tures increments which were proposed as follow:

0.9Nd(NO3);-6H,0—0.9Nd>* + 2.7NO;3 + 5.4H,0 (1)
Fe(NO3);-9H,0—Fe3* + 3NO3 + 9H,0 2)
0.1Mn(NO;3),-9H,0—0.1Mn2*0.1NO3 + 0.9H,0 3)

0.9Nd*" + 2.70H" —0.9Nd(OH), , (4)

The precursors obtained after centrifugation gives the TGA/DTA
curves (Fig. 1) recorded within the temperature range of
25-1000°C at heating rate of 10 °C/min. The precursors decom-
posed in four major steps with initial weight loss of 14% up to 213 °C
which was attributed to the loss of absorbed and lattice water
molecules in the precursor. Decomposition and transformation of
citric acid to FeOOH, which processed to Fe,03, occurred between
213-315 and 315—454 °C with 4 and 6% decomposition, respectively
[ 38, 39]. Major weight loss of about 31% attributed to unreacted
species (residual hydroxyl groups) which decomposed to form
crystalline phase of Ndyg.9gMng1FeO3 was observed between 454 and
489 °C. The TGA/DTA analysis revealed the pure crystalline phase
formation for NdggMngFeOs to be ~500 °C.

Fe™ + Mn?t + CgHgO7 + xH,0 ——— AN | Mp? T —o——-C Hg O —----Fedhrnne (5)

0.9Nd(OH), ; +

NdjgMng FeOs l + xCgHgO4

AN HgO g 1R 17— —CgHgO Fe'™

CeHgOn
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Fig. 2. (a) XRD patterns of NdggMngFeOs calcined at 400, 500, 700 and 900 °C revealing pure crystalline phase formation as temperature increases. (b) Indexed XRD pattern of
NdgoMng;FeO3 nanoporous NdgoMng;FeOs calcined at 900 °C from 20 to 70° (c) XRD pattern of NdFeO3; nanopowder from 20 to 70°, Copyright: Journal of Applied Physics, 2012

[57].

3.2. XRD analysis

The typical XRD patterns of each of the products calcined at 400,
500, 700 and 900 °C are shown in Fig. 2a. The gradual increase in
calcination temperature from 400 to 900 °C is to study structural
changes leading to pure crystalline phase formation. The 400 °C
was selected as the starting point calcinations based on the result of
the TGA/DTA analysis. XRD patterns for the product calcined at
500 °C confirmed that the products are partly amorphous due to
lack of pure crystalline phase. However, XRD patterns of the
product calcined at 700 and 900 °C displayed pure crystalline phase
with strong characteristic peaks at 22.97 and 33.65°attributable to
those of the standard pattern and all the detectable peaks in the
patterns can be readily indexed to a pure orthorhombic phase
(space group: Pnma) with lattice constants a=5.4840A,
b=75812 A, c=4.9542 A (JCPDS 88-477). The temperature varia-
tion gives ample opportunity to follow the effect of temperature on
structural orientation as the reaction progresses within the com-
pound. The indexed XRD pattern of NdggMng1FeOs is shown in
Fig. 2b. The indexed peaks were also compared with literature
NdFeOs indexed peaks (Fig. 2¢) and shows major crystalline planes
corresponded to (110), (111), (020), (112), (021), (022), (202), (220),
(204) and (224). Slight variation observed is expected due to
distortion of A side of the perovskite because of the presence of
Mn?* jon within the octahedral structure of Nd>* ion in the
perovskite. No new peaks were observed except reduction in in-
tensity of some of the NdFeOs peaks due to effect of distortion of
Mn?>" ion. Well visible intensity of the detected peaks supports the

purity of the compound with good crystallinity [42,43].

3.3. FT-IR analysis

As functional group identification tool, Fourier transform
infrared (FT-IR) spectroscopy was used to monitor the reaction
progress at each stage of calcinations. The CO, NO, OH and M-O
chromophoric groups vibrational bands were used to affirm the
crystalline phase formation as calcination temperature increase.
Fig. S1 (supplementary data 1) shows the FI-IR results of the pe-
rovskites at different calcination temperatures. The spectrum at
400°C shows band at 3434, 1499-1381and 572 cm~! assigned to
OH, CO and M-O vibrational stretching band of the surfactant and
metal oxide respectively [45]. The spectrum at 500 °C shows strong
C=0 symmetric and asymmetric vibration stretching bands with
reduced OH vibrational band intensity. This is an indication that
Fe(OH)3; have decomposed to Fe,03 in the precursor. The spectrum
at 700 °C displays weak OH absorption band with complete vola-
tilization of CO vibrational band to have partial crystalline phase
formation at this temperature. Pure phase formation was recorded
at 900 °C with appearance of only absorption band related to M-O
at 569 cm~ . The spectra obtained are like the FI-IR of NdFeOs;
earlier reported in the literatures. Thus, it can be concluded that
pure crystalline phase formation occurred at 900 °C.

3.4. Morphological studies

The morphological investigation of NdpgMngiFeOs nano-
particles was used to follow up structural changes that lead to
crystalline phase formation as the calcinations temperature in-
creases. Fig. 3a-c shows the images SEM of product calcined at 400,
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Fig. 3. (a—c) SEM images of Ndo9Mng1FeO3; nanoparticles calcined at 400, 500 and 700 °C at different magnifications revealing gradual structural formation pure nanoporous
morphology of the perovskite. (d—f) FE-SEM images of Ndg9MngFeO3; nanoparticles calcined at 900 °C at 2 um, 200 nm and 300 nm magnifications, respectively.

500 and 700°C respectively, while Fig. 3d-f shows the FE-SEM
images of the product calcined at 900 °C. For comparison, SEM
images of undoped sample calcined at 900 °C is shown in Fig. 3 (g,
h). SEM morphology study reveals the structure at 400 °C to be
highly porous cavity with the presence of loosely packed amor-
phous material that could be traced to the presence of surfactant
and doped Mn, as confirmed by FI-IR, in the product. The
morphology obtained from the product calcined at 500 °C shows
that the material has been reoriented to form lumps of porous
material with presence of trace quantity of surfactant in the system
while the dopant (Mn) allied with the phase formation of the
perovskite. Pure lump of porous particle appears at 700 °C. The
pure crystalline phase with symmetrical nanoporous material was
observed at 900 °C. The new NdggMng1FeO3 nanoparticles possess
regular pore sizes and are packed together without the trace of
surfactant. The morphology obtained from FE-SEM reveals the role
of surfactant as mere structural orientation agent as the tempera-
ture increases and aids in bond breaking, bond rearrangement bond

formation within the material cavity. The gradual increase in the
temperature coupled with the effect of dopant (Mn) could be the
factors that contributed greatly to the formation of porosity in the
perovskite. This is evidenced with the formation of homogeneous
agglomerates crystalline nanomaterial for NdFeOs (Fig. 3g and h) in
the absence of Mn as obtained in the previous studies [44].

The HR-TEM images at different magnifications with selected
area electron diffraction pattern (SAED) are presented in Fig. 4a—b
for further insight into the morphology of NdggMng1FeO3 nano-
particles at micro-structure level. Fig. 4a shows uniform fringes
image showing light and dark area of pure crystalline phases of the
perovskite. The image in Fig. 4b reveals the uniform fringes with
interplanar arrangement of the nanoparticles in the perovskite. The
interplanar spacing layer was measured using CrysTBox software to
be within the average of 0.244 nm which was indexed in the XRD
pattern to be d-spacing of 112 plane of the orthorhombic crystal
structure. The right inset is the picture of unit cell of the perovskite
showing the interplanar d-spacing arrangement which supported
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Fig. 4. HR-TEM images of NdpoMng1FeO3 nanoparticles calcined at 900 °C with different magnifications (a) lattice fringes of NdgoMng;FeOs crystallite with scale bar represents
20 nm. (b) Magnified image of the fringes with 5 nm scale of the perovskite inset pictures showed the unit cell with the SASED pattern.
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orthorhombic crystal structure lattice as deduced by XRD. Also, the 3.5. Elemental (EDX and XPS) analyses

crystallites diffraction pattern (left inset) shows the diffractogram

which could be related to XRD pattern obtained for the perovskite The elemental composition of nanoporous NdygMng;FeO3; was
at 900 °C. The crystallites diffraction pattern image confirms reg- established with the use of EDX analysis. Fig. S2a shows the result of
ular arrangement of the particles in the perovskite and thereby the EDS analysis obtained for NdggMng1FeO3; annealed at 900 °C.
possess high tendency of crystalline nature. The presence of crys- The theoretical values were calculated based on molecular weight
talline particles supports the purity of the compound. of the designed perovskite. The experimental values obtained from
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Fig. 6. AFM images of Ndy9MngFeO3 nanoporous calcined at 900 °C measured at different magnifications which spin coated on the FTO substrate.

EDX analysis correlated with the theoretical values within the
experimental error of +2. For more clarity, the result is presented in
bar chart form in Fig. S2b. Thus, EDX result reveals the composition
elements Nd/Mn/Fe/O in the perovskite to be in ratio 0.9:0.1:1:3.

Confirmation of the oxidation state of the composition elements
of the nanoparticles of Ndg9Mng1FeO3; was done with the use of X-
ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS). Fig. 5a-e shows the XPS
spectra of the nanoparticles of Ndg9Mng1FeO3 calcined at 900 °C.
The survey scan of the sample (Fig. 5a) shows the peaks attributed
to binding energy of Nd, Mn, Fe and O [38,52]. However, the peak
observed at 285eV could be attributed to the carbon deposited
from calcination environment. Fig. 5b shows core level peaks of Nd
3d attributed to Nd3j;; and Ndsj; peaks in 3 + oxidation state at
1004 and 982 eV, respectively. The peaks at 653 and 641 eV (Fig. 5¢)
reveals the presence of core Mn 2pq; and Mn 2p3;; with the
appearance of satellite peak at 647 eV to confirm the presence of
Mn?* in the nanoparticle. Fig. 5d shows Fe 2p core binding energy
peaks at 724 and 709 eV which is correlated to Fe 2pq/; and Fe 2p3»
peaks of Fe3*, respectively. The wide and asymmetric peaks with
high-resolution at binding energies of 530.1 and 528.1eV was
attributed to O 1s core peaks (Fig. 5e). The spectra fitted into two
types of chemical states by Gaussian rule [53]. The absence of
chemisorbed oxygen to form hydroxyl oxygen was confirmed with
less than 2—2.5 eV difference between the peaks binding energies.
Thus, we successfully achieved pure crystalline form of the nano-
porous NdpgMng1FeO3 perovskite doped with Mn?t at 900 °C as
we proposed.

3.6. AFM analysis

Fig. 6 shows 2D and 3D atomic force microscopy (AFM) images
of thin films of NdggMngFeOs (calcined at 900 °C) deposited on

the FTO substrate at 120 °C temperature.

The AFM images obtained at different magnifications reveal a
packed uniform surface roughness with peaks height ranging
12—17 nm. The perovskite shows good adherence to the substrate
with narrow particle size distribution indicating the ease of for-
mation of the crystallites within the particles. The RMS value for
deviation from the roughness profile is about 8.23 nm. The shape
and size of the grains shows symmetrical and coherent as shown in
the figure. This suggests increase rate of nucleation and the crys-
tallization form crystallites as observed in the XRD and HR-TEM
analysis.

3.7. Surface area analysis

The results of the surface area and pore volume analysis carried
out by using automated surface area analyzer from nitrogen
adsorption—desorption isotherms through BET and BJH methods
for Ndp gMngFeO3 perovskite nanoparticles are shown in Fig. 7a-e.
It shows that nanoparticles have broader pore size distribution. The
isotherm results (Fig. 7a) show that nanostructure exhibit a type-D
isotherm. This is a typical of lamella structure with large number of
pores within high-pressure range of 0.07 < P/PO <0.97. The wide
ranges of partial pressure demonstrated the pore condensation of
nitrogen molecule during adsorption which generated H3 type of
hysteresis [54]. The BET analysis recorded the nanoparticle surface
area to be 17.07 m?/g. Also, Barrett—Joyner—Halenda (BJH) analysis
results (Fig. 7b—e) obtained from adsorption and desorption area
by correlating the cumulative pore volume (Fig. 7b and c) and cu-
mulative surface area of the particles (Fig. 7e, d) to pore radius
reveals the particle surface area to be 15.57 m?/g. The pore volume
(0.024 cc/g) and the pore radius Dv(r) (19.58 A) were also deter-
mined. They were obtained from lower portion (20—100 A) of pore
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BJH plot showing relative distribution of surface area and pore radius from adsorption and desorption isotherm.

diameters in adsorption and desorption branch of the isotherm.
The results confirmed the material to be relatively porous as sup-
ported by SEM analysis. However, the relatively large surface area
of the nanoparticles and ability to coagulate into crystallites are
unique characteristic of the material that could be explored in
different area of applications.

3.8. Electrochemical studies

Fig. 8 (a) shows 1st - 8th charge-discharge profiles of
Ndg.gMng;FeOs electrode at a constant current of 0.5 A g~ . The first
cycle shows discharge capacity of 2550 mAhg~! and charge ca-
pacity of 2400 mAhg~! with columbic efficiency of 77%. The sub-
sequent charge capacity reduced gradually until the charging
capacity of about 763 mAhg~! retained as shown in Fig. 8 (b).
However, when the Ndg gMng1FeOs electrode is further cycled to 50
cycles, a high capacity of about 2200 mAhg~! was maintained,
suggesting that it has an extremely high Li storage property. To
clarify the effect of the dopant (Mn) on the electrochemical prop-
erty of NdgoMngFeOs the typical Nyquist plots that show semi-
circle and Warburg line monitored after charge-discharge cycles at
0.5A g~ ! is shown in Fig. 8c and d for Ndg9Mng1FeO3 and NdFeOs;
electrodes, respectively. Inset in Fig. 8c is the equivalent electrical
circuit. The measurements were carried out on open circuit po-
tential with AC voltage amplitude of 5.0mV from 100kHz to
0.01 Hz. The start of the semicircle is associated with the electrolyte
resistance (Rs), the semicircle at high frequency corresponds to the

charge transfer resistance (Rct) while the line near the end of the
semicircle reveals the diffusion of lithium ions. Clearly, the medium
range semicircle of NdFeOs electrode is much higher than that of
NdFeOs electrode indicating larger charge-transfer resistance (Rct).
The Rct values are 202 and 280 ohms for NdggMngiFeO3 and
NdFeOs electrodes, respectively. The low impedance value for
NdpgMng FeO3 nanoparticles indicates good reaction Kkinetics
[55,56]. The presence of doped Mn ion in the electrode contributes
to merging of nanoparticle surfaces which could enhance the
electronic conductivity and thereby shorten the ionic/electronic
transport length to give improved electrochemical performance.

4. Conclusion

In summary, we have successfully synthesized NdggMng1FeO3
nanoparticles with the aim of improving its physical characteristics.
The material has been successfully characterized to establish the
molecular arrangements in perovskite structure. Doping with Mn
has been observed to have effect on the nanosize arrangement of
the particles thereby affecting the particles size and shapes. Hy-
drothermal method used has given ample opportunity to follow the
molecular orientation at different temperature to get the final
product. The structural and morphological information were
studied with XRD, SEM and FE-SEM analyses. Elemental composi-
tion and ionic state of the composition were confirmed with XPS
analysis. The deep knowledge into the micro atomic arrangement
was resolved with the use of HR-TEM and AFM analysis. BET study
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Fig. 8. (a) The 1st — 8th charge-discharge profiles of NdgoMng;FeOjs electrode between 0.02 and 3V at a constant current of 0.5A g, (b) Cycling performance of NdgoMng ;FeOs3
electrode at a constant current of 0.5 A g~'. Equivalent circuit and electrochemical impedance spectrum of NdyoMng;FeOs (c) and NdFeOs (d) respectively.

confirmed the surface area and the pore sizes of the particles.
Moreover, we have successfully explored the possibility of
NdpgMng FeO3 perovskite nanoparticles as electrode material for
Li-ion battery. Even though there is limitation in our electro-
chemical studies; few results obtained proved that the material
could successfully used as electrodes with good retention capacity
of 760 mA hg~!. Hence, this research opens insight into designing
and exploring all inorganic based stable perovskites materials for
battery application.
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