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ABSTRACT

In spite of a plethora of studies on the new African diaspora, very little appears to have been
done to reflect the literary and cultural dynamics of contemporary migration. Most of the
studies have focused on the economic and sociological dimensions of contemporary African
migration to Asia, Europe and America. It is in the creative and imaginative literature that the
identities of contemporary female African migrants are made manifest in an unhindered form.
This work explores the impacts of migration and globalisation on the identities of
contemporary female African migrants as represented in the novels of female African writers
that are synchronous to the contemporary wave of African migration to the West. The
interrogated works are: Imbolo Mbue’s Behold the Dreamers (2016), Chimamanda Adichie’s
Americanah (2013), Sefi Atta’s A Bit of Difference (2013), NoViolet Bulawayo’s We Need
New Names (2013), Chika Unigwe’s On Black Sisters’ Street (2007) and Amma Darko’s
Beyond the Horizon (1995). The texts have been analysed through a close scrutiny of first-
generation female African migrants in the selected novels, using critical postcolonial feminist
concepts of ‘subalternity’, ‘otherness’, ‘liminality’, and ‘hybridity.” Findings reveal new
hybrid identities of the female migrants negotiated through the processes of assimilation,
acculturation and resistance. Also, there is a new process of re-enslavement of some
contemporary female African migrants who have been trafficked to Europe. Some of them
find themselves as indentured sex workers in the West with their bodies portrayed as sites of
various layers of subjugation. The female migrants in the novels reflect new identities
negotiated on lived experiences, factors of race, gender and the dynamic mix of different
cultures. Based on the findings, there is the understanding of experiences of migration as
causative in identity alteration of contemporary female migrants of the new African diaspora.
Some of the reconfigured identities reinforce the primordial slavery and racial antecedents of
their forebears of the old African diaspora. Also, globalisation aided by technology and
computer mediated communication is leading to identity alteration of contemporary female
African migrants. Future studies can address corollaries of both old and new African diaspora
in the West and in other places in order to deepen the understanding of the gendered nature of
the migration phenomenon.

Keywords: African diaspora, female African migrants, female African writers, identity
negotiation, identities, migration
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