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ABSTRACT

The integration of daylight in the design of educational buildings can preserve the use
of resources, enhance the health, visual comfort, and efficiency of its users. However
there is little study on how daylight affects art and craft learning environment,
buildings and structures. In a country such as Nigeria, where art and craft is
experiencing a decline, a well designed art and craft learning environment would help
provide better art and craft practitioners. This study seeks to identify daylighting
design strategies that can improve visual comfort and promote a suitable learning
environment in the design of an art and craft college. The study investigated the effects
of daylighting strategies and features that were adopted in selected art and craft schools
in South-western Nigeria. Quantitative and qualitative research methods were used in
conducting the study. The data collection instruments included structured
questionnaires and observation schedules. Data were analysed using the descriptive
statistical tools of frequency and percentages of the Statistical Package for Social
Sciences (SPSS). Results showed that considerations were not given to daylight
designs. However, some elements of daylight designs were seen, such as the use of
properly positioned windows, louvers, and the overhang from the roofs to act as a
shading device. This study recommends that for future designs of art and craft schools,
adaptaton of top and side lighting strategies should be used, such as light shelves,
louvers, laser-cut panels, etc. in order to provide adequate visual comfort in the
learning spaces. This would improve the performance of art and craft students and
therefore improve the quality of art and craft practitioners in this region.

Key words: Art and craft schools, daylight strategies, and visual comfort.
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