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ABSTRACT

The subject of sexual molestation is probably one of the oldest of human vices and yet did not
gain public attention literary studies until the last years of the twentieth century. The connection
with trauma as a theme in creative writing is even less evident; and despite the relatively more
robust feature in fictional literature, trauma in sexual molestation remains one of the least

popular of themes. Hence, this thesis examines the problem of in the novels of two female

Vi



writers from different societies; Alice Walker’s The Color Purple and Chuka Unigwe’s On
Black Sister’s Street. The method is a comparative of the primary texts using commentaries
from online library sources as secondary material. The theory of Literary Trauma, is adopted
as a critical approach to the study. Findings reveal that underlying memories of trauma play a
great role in the post-abuse personality changes of sexual molestation victims. The work should
contribute to data of trauma related research as an avenue of intervention for victims of sexual
molestation.

Keywords: Sexual Molestation, Trauma, Female writers, Victims

CHAPTER ONE

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

1.1  Background to the study
We live in an age of trauma. Writing in the London Review of Books, Thomas Laqueur

reports a verifiable increase in the use of this term: “Having once been relatively obscure, it is
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