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Abstract 

Libya has served as the entrepôt for the modern slave trade from Africa to Europe for many 

decades. In recent years, however, international bodies, as well as the media, have raised deep 

concerns on the unimaginable horrors Sub-Saharan African migrants are forced to witness and 

experience during their stay and transit through Libya. It is against this background that this 

study through the ‘narrative research approach' sought to examine the various patterns of human 

rights violations experienced by African migrants in Libya as well as the role of the media in 

exposing the horrific trends of modern slavery. The study finds horrific patterns of human right 

violations perpetuated by both state and non-state actors in Libya. In addition, the media has 

played significant roles in serving as a major and reliable source of information on this 

phenomenal migration of the new age as well as a mediating body between policymakers and 

migrants. However, the complacency of governments whose citizens have and are being abused 

represents a more complex migration issue that needs to be addressed.  

 


