
  

1.  Volume 17, Issue 2 

  

2.  Social protection and food security nexu .... 

 

  
Contemporary Social Science  
 
Journal of the Academy of Social Sciences 
 
Volume 17, 2022 - Issue 2: Socioeconomic Shocks, Inequality and Food Systems in the Global 
South. Guest Editors: Evans OSABUOHIEN, Gbadebo ODULARU, Daniel UFUA, Darline 
AUGUSTINE, Romanus OSABOHIEN 
Submit an article Journal homepage 

281 
Views 

2 
CrossRef citations to date 

8 
Altmetric 
Articles 

Social protection and food security nexus in 
the Global South: empirical evidence from 
West Africa 
Romanus Osabohien 

, 
Junaid Ashraf 

, 
Tyrone De Alwis 
, 
Daniel E. Ufua 

, 



Evans Osabuohien 
, 

Gbadebo Odularu 
, 

Ambreen Noman 
 & 
Darline Augustine 
 show less 
Pages 129-142 | Received 04 Jan 2021, Accepted 05 Nov 2021, Published online: 13 Dec 2021 

 Cite this article 

  

 https://doi.org/10.1080/21582041.2021.2005125 

  

 CrossMark 

  

 

  Full Article 
  

  Figures & data 
  

  References 
  

  Citations 
  

  Metrics 
  

  Reprints & Permissions 
  

 Read this article ABSTRACT 



Social protection helps in addressing the problem of extreme poverty and enhance food 
security, while building resilience against shocks. Globally, within the last two decades, 
social protection has helped in transferring about 150 million households out of extreme 
poverty and food insecurity. However, only about 45% of the world population is 
covered by at least one social assistance. This study empirically examines the effect of 
social protection on food security in the Global South, using West Africa as a case 
study. Data were sourced from the World Development Indicators and the Country 
Policy Institutional Assessment for the period 2005–2018. Data cover 15 West African 
countries that are members of the Economic Community of West African States. To 
resolve the possible issue of endogeneity, and reverse causality, the study applies the 
generalised method of moments (GMMs). Result showed that social protection is 
statistically significant and has a positive effect on food security in West Africa. This 
implies that a 1% increase in social protection coverage may increase the level of food 
security by 2.1%. Therefore, the study recommends that social protection intervention 
should be enhanced to mitigate the impact of socioeconomics shocks faced by the poor 
and the most vulnerable households. 
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