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Food and nutrition security is increasingly understood as the most vital component of 
human ecosystems for transforming raw materials into foods, nutrients, and health 
outcomes. In addition to the distortions in the global food and nutrition systems as 
reflected in the triple burden of undernutrition, micronutrient deficiency, and 
overnutrition, the COVID-19 pandemic has generated devastating socioeconomic crises 
in the Global South. Food supply chain fragilities have become more prominent due to 
inherent capacity shortages to mitigate the effects of the pandemic on food supply. 
From the global community’s perspective, scientific research innovations, disruptive 
technologies, and public health preparedness are some of the strategic pillars and 
critical drivers of post-pandemic socioeconomic recovery and resilience. As the COVID-
19 pandemic signals a scientific paradigm shift towards accelerating food systems and 
public health innovation, a key takeaway for governments in the Global South, along 
with enterprises and communities, is scaling the implementation of selected social 
protection policy interventions towards rapidly absorbing future socioeconomic shocks 
while consolidating alternative pathways for a region-wide sustainable food system. 

KEYWORDS:  

 COVID-19 
 food systems 
 Global South 
 malnutrition 
 socioeconomic shocks 
 inequality 

Previous articleView issue table of contentsNext article 

Acknowledgement 

We appreciate the Editors of Contemporary Social Science for their support in Special 
Issue from the initial idea conceptualisation to the final stage. The dedication of the 
authors in the featured articles, as well as the assiduity of the anonymous independent 
reviewers, are acknowledged. 

Disclosure statement 

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author(s). 

Additional information 

Notes on contributors 

Evans Osabuohien 

Evans Osabuohien is a Professor of Economics and Head of Department at Covenant 
University, Ota, Nigeria. In 2020, he was recognised as ‘One of the 6 Youngest 



Professors in Nigeria’. He pioneered the Centre for Economic Policy and Development 
Research (CEPDeR) and the Regional Centre of Expertise, Ogun State (RCE Ogun) at 
Covenant University. He is a Visiting Professor at Witten/Herdecke University, Germany 
and Eduardo Mondlane University, Mozambique. He is a fellow of the Alexander von 
Humboldt Foundation and Swedish Institute. He has published four books and over 175 
scholarly articles. He is a member of numerous professional associations, a reviewer 
and editorial board member for many journals. In addition, he serves as a member of 
the Board of Directors in several organisations to make further impacts on humanity. 

Gbadebo Odularu 

Gbadebo Odularu is affiliated with Bay Atlantic University (BAU), Socio-Economic 
Research Applications & Projects (SERAP), and Nexford University (NXU), which are all 
located in Washington DC, the US He holds a PhD degree from the University of 
Sunderland, UK. He was formerly a regional policy and markets data scientist at the 
continental Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA), Accra, Ghana. In addition 
to his great passion for advancing frontiers of interdisciplinary knowledge, he currently 
collaborates with national, continental, and international partners and governments by 
deploying data visualisation and geospatial analytics to provide evidence-based policy 
tools for enhancing post-pandemic socioeconomic recoveries amongst vulnerable 
communities. 

Daniel Ufua 

Daniel Ufua is a lecturer, Department of Business Management and a Research 
Fellow, Centre for Economic Policy and Development Research (CEPDeR), Covenant 
University, Ota, Ogun State, Nigeria. He holds Master's and PhD degrees in 
Management Science from the University of Hull, UK. His core research interest is 
systems thinking, entrepreneurship, and general management. He has a preference for 
the use of systemic intervention and broad stakeholder engagement as a key 
methodology for his research practice. He has published several research materials on 
international outlets, some of which were done independently and others in 
collaboration with his colleagues. 

Darline Augustine 

Darline Augustine is an Associate Professor of Business Management at the 
Koppelman School of Business, Brooklyn College, at the City University of New York 
(CUNY), USA. She holds M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees from the London School of 
Economics and Political Science (LSE), UK. At the core, her research focuses on 
business and society. Her research topics include, but are not limited to, financial sector 
development, corporate governance, and entrepreneurship management to create 
impact for sustained, enhanced livelihood, growth, and development. 

Romanus Osabohien 

Romanus Osabohien is a Lecturer, Department of Economics and Development 
Studies and a Research Fellow, Centre for Economic Policy and Development 



Research (CEPDeR), Covenant University, Ota, Nigeria. He is also a Fellow of the 
Research Linkage Programme between Covenant University, Nigeria and 
Witten/Herdecke University, Germany, funded by the Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation (AvH). He is a Research Fellow at the International Institute of Tropical 
Agriculture (IITA) and a Research Fellow at ILMA University, Karachi, Pakistan. He 
holds a Master's and Doctorate Degrees in Economics from Covenant University, 
Nigeria, with a primary research focus on social protection, food security, agricultural 
and development economics. He has attended and presented research findings in 
international and local conferences/workshops. He has published peer-reviewed papers 
in rated journals. In addition, he is a reviewer and editorial board member for rated 
journals, including Elsevier Heliyon Business and Economics. 

 Share icon 

Share 

  

Related research  
 People also read 

 Recommended articles 

 Cited by 

Social protection and food security nexus in the Global South: empirical evidence from West Africa 
Romanus Osabohien et al. 
Contemporary Social Science 
Published online: 13 Dec 2021 

Concentration and crises: exploring the deep roots of vulnerability in the global industrial food system 
Jennifer Clapp 
The Journal of Peasant Studies 
Published online: 9 Oct 2022 

 


