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Abstract

Social media have helped in political communication by reinforcing social change and
commitments from governments. This study analyses political discussion on Twitter during the
2019 Nigeria general election. The aim is to identify popular issues discussed and opinion of
citizens on popular presidential candidates' social media network and correlate the online
discussion with real world events during the 2019 election. Five most popular presidential
candidates were selected for the investigation. Latent Dirichlet allocation (LDA) model was used
to identify frequent terms and topics discussed. Sentiment of the tweets was analysed using
National Research Council Canada (NRC) Emotion Lexicon. Findings revealed that Twitter is
mainly used for political discussion that cantered on personal representation, political party's
promotion and elections matters. The behaviour of users shows that Twitter platform is not being



used to share original political ideologies, instead the platform was used for re-tweeting of tweets
and political campaigns for candidates.
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