
SOCIO-SEMIOTIC ANALYSIS OF CARTOONS IN SELECTED 

NEWSPAPERS: A STUDY OF 2023 FUEL SUBSIDY REMOVAL   IN 

NIGERIA 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONOGBEYE, VERA IRUOGHENE 

(16BC020348) 

B.A. English, Covenant University, Ota 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JULY, 2024 



ii 

 

SOCIO-SEMIOTIC ANALYSIS OF CARTOONS IN SELECTED 

NEWSPAPERS: A STUDY OF 2023 FUEL SUBSIDY REMOVAL   IN 

NIGERIA 

 

 

 

 

BY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONOGBEYE, VERA IRUOGHENE 

(16BC020348) 

B.A. English, Covenant University, Ota 

 

 

 

A DISSERTATION SUBMITTED TO THE SCHOOL OF 

POSTGRADUATE STUDIES IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE 

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD OF MASTERS OF ARTS (M.A) 

DEGREE IN ENGLISH IN THE DEPARTMENT OF LANGUAGES AND 

GENERAL STUDIES, COLLEGE OF LEADERSHIP AND 

DEVELOPMENT STUDIES, COVENANT UNIVERSITY, OTA, OGUN 

STATE, NIGERIA 

 

 

 

 

JULY, 2024 



iii 

 

ACCEPTANCE 

This is to attest that this research work is accepted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for 

the award of the degree of Master of Arts (M.A.) in English (Language) in the Department of 

Languages and General Studies, College of Leadership and Development Studies, Covenant 

University, Ota, Nigeria. 

 

 

Miss Adefunke F. Oyinloye       

(Secretary, School of Postgraduate Studies)      Signature and Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Akan B. Williams       

(Dean, School of Postgraduate Studies)       Signature and Date 

  



iv 

 

DECLARATION 

I, ONOGBEYE VERA IRUOGHENE (16BC020348) declare that this research was carried 

out by me under the supervision of Dr. Lily Chimuanya of the Department of Languages and 

General Studies, College of Leadership and General Studies, Covenant University, Ota, Nigeria. 

I attest that this dissertation has not been presented either wholly or partially for the award of any 

degree elsewhere. All sources of data and scholarly information used in this dissertation are duly 

acknowledged. 

 

 

ONOGBEYE,   VERA IRUOGHENE       

       Signature and Date 

  



v 

 

CERTIFICATION 

We certify that this project titled “SOCIO-SEMIOTIC ANALYSIS OF CARTOONS IN 

SELECTED NEWSPAPERS: A STUDY OF 2023 FUEL SUBSIDY REMOVAL IN 

NIGERIA” is an original research work carried out by ONOGBEYE, VERA IRUOGHENE 

(16BC020348) in the Department of Languages and General Studies, College of Leadership and 

General Studies, Covenant University, Ota, Ogun State, Nigeria under the supervision of Dr. Lily 

Chimuanya . We have  examined and found this work acceptable as part of the requirements for 

the    award of the degree of Master of Arts in English (Language). 

 

 

 

Dr. Lily Chimuanya        

(Supervisor)           Signature and Date 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Samuel .T. Owoeye                             

(Head, Department of Languages)                   Signature and Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Rachael. O Bello         

(External Examiner)          Signature and Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Akan B. Williams       

(Dean, School of Postgraduate Studies)       Signature and Date 

 

  



vi 

 

DEDICATION 

I would like to dedicate this research to the Almighty God for His grace and the wisdom and 

assistance to follow through with this program. 

  



vii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I express my deepest gratitude to God Almighty for the grace and enablement upon my life to 

see this program to the end. I appreciate the Chancellor of Covenant University, Dr. David O. 

Oyedepo and the Vice Chancellor, Professor Humphrey A. Adebayo and the entire management 

team of Covenant University. I am grateful to the Dean of the School of Postgraduate Studies, 

Professor Akan B. Williams and to the Dean of the College of Leadership and Development, Dr 

Jonathan .A. Odukoya. I appreciate my Head of Department, Dr Samuel .T. Owoeye for his 

constructive criticisms, contributions and suggestions throughout this work resulting in the 

timely completion of this program. 

I am grateful to my supervisor, Dr. Lily Chimuanya, for her invaluable guidance, and 

unwavering support whose insights have been instrumental in shaping this research, and I am 

deeply grateful for the time and effort you have invested in me. I want to thank all the members 

of the Department of Languages, Faculty, Staff, and students who have supported and guided me 

throughout the completion of this research project. To my parents and beloved siblings, Rev 

Fredrick Onogbeye, Pastor Christiana Onogbeye, Eloho Ejeh, Emmanuel Onogbeye , Joseph 

Onogbeye, and Rukevwe Isaac. I thank you for your encouragement, and sacrifices, and for 

always believing in me. Your provision and emotional support before, during and after this 

project is well appreciated. To my  incredible friends, Damilola, Favour, and Utibe—thank you 

for your unwavering encouragement, your kind words, and for always being there when I needed 

you. Each of you has played a unique and irreplaceable role in my life, and I am so grateful to 

have you by my side. A special shoutout to  my CUPG choir family. Your voices and hearts have 

lifted my spirits countless times. The joy and passion we share in our music-making are truly a 

blessing, and I am thankful to be a part of such a wonderful community. This journey would 

have been cut short without the support and encouragement of every one of you. 

 

  



viii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

CONTENT                      PAGES 

COVER PAGE                     i 

TITLE PAGE                   ii 

ACCEPTANCE                  iii 

DECLARATION                  iv 

CERTIFICATION                   v 

DEDICATION                  vi 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS                vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS               viii 

ABSTRACT                   ix  

 

CHAPTER ONE: GENERAL INTRODUCTION               1 

1.1 Background of the Study                  1 

1.2 Statement of Research Problem                 4 

1.3 Aim and Objectives of the Study                 5 

1.4 Research Questions                   5 

1.5 Scope of the Study                   5 

1.6 Significance of the Study                  6 

 

CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW                7 

2.1 Conceptual Review                   7 

2.1.1 Language as a Sign                   7 

2.1.2 Brief Notes on Semiotics                    8 

2.1.3 Language and Politics                   9 

2.1.4 Cartoon as a Semiotic Endeavour               10 

2.1.5 Political Cartooning                 12 

2.1.6 Political Cartooning in Nigeria               14 

2.1.7 Fuel Subsidy in Nigeria                15 

2.2 Empirical Review                 15 

2.3 Theoretical Review                 18 

2.3.1 Ferdinard De Saussure’s Theory of Signs              18 

2.3.2 Pierce’s Theory of Signs                20 

2.3.3 Socio-semiotics                 23 

2.3.3.1 Concepts in Socio-semiotics                23 

2.3.4 Multi-modality                 25 

2.3.4.1 Concepts in Multi-modality                26 

2.4 Theoretical Framework                 27 

2.4.1 Socio-semiotic Approach to Multimodality              27 

2.4.2 Theoretical Rationale                 28 

2.5   Gaps in Literature                 28 

 

CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK         29 

3.1 Research Design                 29 

3.2 Data Sources                  29 

3.3 Data Sampling                  30 



ix 

 

3.4 Method of Data Analysis                30 

3.5 Conceptual Framework                30 

 

CHAPTER FOUR: DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS          33 

4.1 Data Presentation                 33 

4.2 Newspapers and the Number Of Political Cartoons             34 

4.3 Data Analysis and Discussion                35 

4.3.1 Iconic Signs                  35 

4.2.2 Symbolic Signs                 44 

4.2.3 Indexical Signs                 66 

 

CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS                      72 

5.1 Summary of Findings                 72 

5.2 Conclusion                  73 

5.3 Limitations of the Study                73 

5.4 Contribution(s) to Knowledge               74 

5.5 Recommendations for Further Studies              74 

 

REFERENCES                  75 

                                                                                                                               



x 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

Editorial cartoons, also regarded as political cartoons, are a potent form of visual 

communication, often used to comment on and critique socio-political issues. In the context of 

Nigeria, the 2023 fuel subsidy removal has sparked significant public discourse and media 

coverage. This study focuses on the socio-semiotic analysis of cartoons in selected Nigerian 

newspapers, aiming to explore how these visual narratives reflect and critique the socio-political 

issues surrounding the fuel subsidy removal. This study conducts a socio-semiotic analysis of 

political cartoons from selected Nigerian newspapers on the 2023 fuel subsidy removal. 

Employing a descriptive research design with both quantitative and qualitative methods, it 

analyzes 30 cartoons from six major newspapers between May 2023 and January 2024. Using a 

socio-semiotic framework, the study examines how cartoons employ iconic, symbolic, and 

indexical signs to critique government policies. It identifies cohesive devices that enhance 

narrative coherence and illuminate societal perspectives on corruption, economic hardship, and 

public disillusionment. This research contributes insights into the socio-political impact of 

editorial cartoons in Nigerian public discourse. 

 

Key words:  Political cartoons   Socio-semiotic analysis Nigerian newspaper  Fuel subsidy   

Socio-semiotic approach to multimodality


