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ABSTRACT

This dissertation evaluated stonework variants in the design of an Afrocentric resort in Lagos
State, Nigeria. Some Objectives of this study include to investigate the uses and characteristics
of stonework variants in building construction, evaluate users’ preference in the use of
stonework variants in the study area, investigate the economic sustainability of using
stonework as a building material in a resort centre, and design an Afrocentric resort using
stonework variants as building finishes in Lagos State, Nigeria. The research employed a
mixed-method, using both qualitative and quantitative methods. Qualitative research approach
was used to evaluate the use of stonework variants in the design of an Afrocentric resort and
to investigate the extent to which selected resorts complied with the use of stonework variants
as building finishes. Qualitative research approach was used to determine the users’ preference
in the use of stonework variants in three selected resorts with the use of structured
questionnaires to gather data on their preference of the usage of the stonework variants. The
data that was retrieved from the questionnaires were analysed descriptively using IBM
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences. The findings in this study revealed that resort users
in Lagos, Nigeria, exhibit a preference for stonework variants that blends African theme with
aesthetic appeal. From the tables in the section of results, it can be seen that the highest number
of responses are highly satisfied with the use of stonework variants in the selected resorts which
gives a good aesthetic appeal. Based on the results, considering the environmental
sustainability of the stone work variants is crucial. Utilizing locally sourced and eco-friendly
stone materials can reduce the resort's carbon footprint and contribute to sustainable
development practices. Additionally, implementing innovative construction methods that
optimize the use of stone work variants can enhance the durability and longevity of the
buildings that make up the resort reducing maintenance costs in the long run. Also, considering
guest experience, the selection of appropriate stone work variants should prioritize both
aesthetic appeal and functionality therefore balancing the aesthetic appeal of the resort by
incorporating stone work variants as finishes to integrate African culture in the resort.

Keywords: Stonework Variants, Afrocentric resort, Users’ preference, Economic
Sustainability, Cultural Authenticity, Guest Experience
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