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The intrqduction of ICT to any profession definite ly brings dramatic changes. 
Cataloguing and cla.ss ificati.on have c~mplet~Jy been impacte.d as a re~ult of the . 
emergence of lCT 111 the library settmg. Hitherto, cata loguing practices were 

manual and involved some r igorous activities like bibliographic descriptions on cards, 
filing and interfiling of cards. Today, with the advent of technology, the cataloguer can 
process acquired materials using the internet. The paper di scuses lhe present roles of the 
cata loguer 'Nhich have shifted from physical description on paper to using the internet in 
d ischarging of duties . It highlighted the need to examine the sta te of the library school 
curriculum in connection with courses that will prepare ca taloguers to fit into cunent 
trends . The paper also suggested tha t the library school curr icu lum be redesigned to 
include courses on comp uter application to 1 ibrary services. 
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llntroductio1111 
The practice of cataloguing and c lassification has remained the hallmark oflibrarianship. 
Ca taloguing is about process ing and organiz ing library holdings itl such a way that users 
can locate specific materials. Through th is process, librarians arc able to assist library 
users to locate materials. Nwalo (2003) admited that a building fi lled with books is not 
necessarily a libbryunless the books have been organized for access. 

The adven1 oftechnology gave r ise to the internet and thus brought a complete turnaround 
in the organ i7ation of materials through cataloguing and class ifica tion. Instead of the 
rigorous manual description of bibliograph ic details on cards , ca ta loguers now process 
most of th eir materials on the internet through Library of Congress O nline Catalogue, 
O nline Catalor;ue Library Centre, National Library of Medicine O nline Catalogue etc. 
With the ex i ~ ; tence o f di fferent soft wares the cata loguer s im ply uploads the bibliographic 
informati on of the resources into the sys tem. T he ma ii ttenancc and organization of web 
information c<m be done care full y by the cata loguer. Jestin (2002) suggested that as 
ca tal oguin g pn:1cti ces continue to change, th e cataloguer needs to become versatile in all 
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technical skills that he requires to fi t into current trends. 

Library and information sc ience educators p lay remarkable roles in the life·- long 
development of librarians. Okcagu aud Ojiegbe (2008) however questions whether the 
lifelong development offered to the library sc ience graduates really prepares them for al l 
the skills needed to deliver in the present age of technology. Thi s paper therefore intends 
to 

highlight the roles played by cataloguers before the emergence oflCT 
identify the emerging roles of the cataloguer as a result of the emergence ofJCT 
examine the factors militating against the education of cataloguers 
suggest some actions needed by lib rary schools as a way of producing vibrant 
cataloguers 
recommend some strategies needed to put the library schools to check 

Roles of The Manual Cataloguer 
Prior to the emergence of LCT, the cata loguer engaged in activit ies ranging from 
bibliographic searching and description to assigning of subject cla ss to materials in 
different subject areas. In a manual context, the cataloguer tries to find out if the material 
to be catalogued and c lassi fled exists in the library. This is done by cross-checking 
existing cards filed in the author/title and subject catalogue cabinet. For books already in 
ex istence, their bibliographic details and call numbers are copied to the new materials. 
Details ofbooks with CIP arc copied to the cards. Materials wi thout CIP and which are not 
in the catalogue are classified originally. This method is cumbersome and slow. 

Roles ofT he Cataloguer Resulting From The Etnergence of IC'T 
The 21" century has witnessed a tremendous growth in technolog y. lt is therefore normal 
to expect it to affect cataloguing processes. The work of the cataloguer has shifted from 
manual bibliographic descriptio11 to cataloguing and classifying using the internet w here 
necessary. The emerging n.k:s 1or the cataloguer include: 

Management ofLibrary Online Resources 
The modern day cataloguer battles wi th the cataloguing ofboth electronic and traditional 
resources. As a result of the present demands, the cataloguer needs to be academically 
sou nd. Ekere and Ekere (2008) aver that the proliferat ion of electronic resow:ces such as 
electronic books, electronic journa ls, internet sites and digit ization projects have 
increased the management funclions of librarians. The cataloguer wi ll not only acquire, 
process and preserve but also inform prospective users of the avai labl e materials. New 
knowledge is therefore required to meet up with expected serv ices to users. 

Networking 
Ali yu (2007) observed thai scientis ts and scholars engage in networking so as to achieve 
efficiency and avoid dupli catiun . The present day cata logtJer engages in networking with 
co ll eagues in otber librari es. Proper networking requires a good mental att itude which 
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rei ieves the cataloguer from the traditional attitude of cataloguing and classifying atone to 
that of sharing work with colleagues. Atinmo (2006) insisted that cataloguers must have 
th e wi llingness to work in collaborat ion with others as we ll as be willing to be computer 
I iterate. 

Cataloguing and Classifying of Books Using The Internet 
In traditional practice, resources are classified using manual tools like subject beadings, 
schedules ancl the cutter table. This method results in delays in processing a large number 
of literature emanating from exponential growth in information. lCT has provided 
cataloguers with the opportunity to use the internet in classifying library materials. 
Cataloguers with internet skills and access can easily classify through online catalogues 
like Library of C?ngress and Dewey online catalogue. 

Provision of Access Points To Internet Resources 
A modern day user browses the internet with the hope of coming across useful 
information. The increase in internet resources and variety of online databases pose 
co nfusion to users . They need specific headings to be able to access va luable infom1ation . 
Since the resources are scattered, it behooves the cataloguer to organize them according to 
their subjects and also provide access points so that users can retrieve these materials with 
ease. 

lJ ser Queries 
Hitherto, the cataloguer performed his duties behind the scene. Today, the story has taken 
a different turn. Librari es w;ing web-based software are sure to have their resources 
accessed by users from different parts of the globe via the Web Access Catalogue 
(WEB PAC). To this effect, users can forward their queries d irect ly to the cataloguer. The 
on us lies on the cataloguer to give proper explanation to these questions. The quality of 
responses given to users depends to a large extent on the skills acquired by the cataloguer 

State of Library Educat ion in Nigeria 
Education is thp only sure way of preparing library profess ionals for the numerous tasks 

that lie ahead . The ultimate goal of UNESCO in education is to develop professionals who 
are qualified to establish, manage and evaluate user oriented information systems and 
services. The programme should be meant to familiari ze students with the roles of 
information in the society and develop skills for-exploring these resources. Okoroafor and 
lheahtn.t (2005 ) enumerated some hindra nces to the education of I ibrarians in Nigeria. As; 

Inadequacies of the curriculum content in relation to the state o f the art education to cope 
with the e lectronic age, lack of enabling environment, lack of state of the art 
infrastruc tura l facilities fo r teac hing, learning and research in library schools and 
departments, dearth of quali fied and experienced staff in e lec troni c systems and services. 

lgwe (2005) noted that inadequate infrastructure, outdated curricu lar, poor human and 
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financ ial resources, lack or acc8ss to necessary information and resources for learning, 
and poor communicati on are some of the major issues confronting library education in 
Nigeri a. 

The major issues whi ch Loll l'rollt library educat ion in Nigeria can therefore be discussed 
under the following headin gs: 

Disparity in the cu rricular conten t of the library schools in Nitgeria . 
The cmTiculum oflibrary sc ience programme is not uni formly structured. Egw in (2006) 
observed that in spite of the fact th at library education has been on in the country since the 
1950s, there is a poignanl absence of harmonized curri culum for Nigerian liprary schools. 
T he absence ofharmon ized curric ulum for Nigerian schools affects graduates of Library 
and information Science . 

Unavailability of adequate resou rces for teac hing and rcse:~rch nn Library Sdencc 
There is lack of standard textbooks in Library and Information Science. Locally published 
resources are inadequa1c whi le those published abroad are not easy to acquire. This 
definitely affects the ir prices. Egwi m (2006) noted that books and other information 
materials needed for hi gher education are published and procured mainly from advanced 
countries of Western Europe and North America . As a result the qua lity of education 
received by students is aflected negatively. 

Lack of specializa t iou 
Services offered to uset s d i fl i:.:r according to the type of li brary. Unfortunate ly, library 
schools do not have pro vision foe specialized tra in ing as a way of preparing graduates to 
work in different lypcs of libra ri es and also fit in to specifi c library sect ions. T he 
cata loguer should be exposed to the skill s needed to funct ion effectively in the 
cataloguing section of aity type ofl ibra1y where he may fin d himself in the w orld of work. 
The cata loguer sho tdd ;,Js,) know the facili ties ava ilable on line for cata loguin g and 
classification as wel l c~ ::; t!J,~ scarc lt techn iques which w ill prepare thdn to do online 
searching when there is need to 'surf the internet and harness specific materials among 
'junks'. 

Lack ofPhysical Facilities 
Many of the library sc ience school s do not have phys ical facilities iike demonstration 
rooms and computer labo ratories. Some al so lack well equipped departmenta l libraries . 
Nwakoby ( 1990) is ofihc opin ion that the departmen t of libr:Jry science should be housed 
in its own building, equ ipped w ith classrooms, a large lecture theatre , a se rn inar room ., 
offices, laboratories , a libr8 ry and a mini compu te r centre. In thi s period of technolog ical 
advancement, li brary sc ie nce s tudents require practir<ll computer exposure. Th ey can 
acquire this by study1t1 g in we ll equipped comput er laboratori es. However. inadequate 
supply or lack of faci Ii I ics hct s res ul ted in a bottl eneck to I ibrary in struction . 
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lecture delivery that can impact on learners include the use of power points, electronic 
boards and the internet. Course out! ine, lecture notes, images, and other resources can oe 
downloaded from the internet to make lectures robust. When internet resources are 
deployed in teaching, they bring to bear current issues that are very useful to leaniers 

Provision of computer laboratories 
Library schools should be equipped with standard computer laboratories with internet 

c:onnectivity as well as cataloguing module of major softwares to ensure that Library and 
Information Science graduates have practical hands-on-demonstration culminating to 
sound mastery and dexterity in an automated setting. Atinmo(2006) insisted t)1at library 
schools must also introduce new technologies and methodologies into its education and 
initiate computer assisted learning or visual learning environments especially for the 
education of cataloguers. 

Specialization in Cataloguing Practices 
As Rhman (2008) rightly pointed out, there is no need for students ofLibrary Science to be 
trained in general library practices without specializing in one. It is better for students to 
have general knowledge of library practices with specialization on specific services 
carried out in particular sections of the library. To perform effectively in specific sections, 
there is need for intensive education on activities which take place in such sections. 
Students who desire to work in cataloguing sections of the library should be able to 
acquire skills that will help them to catalogue and classify, not only with manual tools but 
with ICT tools . It is also pertinent to note that librarianship is a multi-disciplinary 
profession which should prepare students to work in other establishments outside the 
library. Alemna (2000) quoting Taylor ( 1979) maintained that iflibrarians are educated to 
work only in the library, then such librarians are being rendered ineffectual. 

Consortium development for cataloguers 
There is need to build consortium efforts with other library school s both at n'ational and 
intemational levels. Consortium building can be in the area of sharing ideas about 
cataloguing practices. lt also encompasses sharing of library resources, skills or 
manpower. Library schools can engage in exchange of students, cmTiculum and staff 
which will foster the cross- pollination of ideas among cataloguers. Atinmo (2006) 
advocated the development of strong international contacts with foreign library schools. 
This will possibly culti1inate in the exchange of equipment, staff, students and curriculum. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 
ICT has tumed the worl d into a 'borderless' information society. Cataloguers must 
therefore brace up through sk ill s acqui sition in order to fit in . Library schools should 
revise their training methods, improve on the curri cul um on constant basis , and provide 
adequate resources and faciltties . The Nigerian Library Assoc iati on in conjunct ion with 
the National Association of Library and Information Science Educators (NALISE) should 
press for constant updati ng of educat iona I curriculum with relevant courses relating to the 
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use of lCT in libraries. The practice of Librarianship should extend towards address ing 
local needs since informat ion problems of societies vary from one country to another. It is 
important for li brary science educators and researchers to engage in researches with local 
and extema l re levance. The results should be published in books and journals which w ill 
be made ava ilable for the education of cataloguers. The NUC shou ld finsist on the 
ava ilabili ty of modem tec hnology in library schools. Library schools should l1ot only have . 
well equ ipped computer laboratmi es, they should also have qua li fied teachers who will be 
ab le to use available technology to improve the ski lls of students. 

Cataloguers must str ive as a matter of necessity to continue to remain relevant in a digital 
society. 
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