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Literacy and Reading In Nigeria

Abstract

bpaper focuses on how to assist students in improving their reading and writing
ili by using the newspaper as a text. The aim is to (I) improve the reading
ity level of students who read newspapers (ii) enhance their writing skills
% on the newspaper experience of these students, and (iii) forge a link between
it newspaper experience and the world outside.

jgarts by looking at the reading habit of Nigerians, with particular reference to
pnewspaper. It explains and gives guidelines to teachers and students on what to
s on when reading and how to read for specific purposes.

ithen expatiates on the above techniques as well as materials which are now used
jgving the students guidelines on writing strategies.

: s paper concludes by making suggestions that would be of benefit to teachers,
ulents as well as the average newspaper reader.

tfroduction

llis paper is concerned with how to enhapce and promote reading and writing
iils, using the newspaper as a text in order to derive maximum understanding
i enjoyment from the ability to us®these skills effectively. The.aim is to improve
well as sharpen the reading and writing skills of students who read newspapers.

lading and writing have, for some time, been treated as separate skills that are
it related in any way. This led to the distinction made between receptive skills
istening and reading) and expressive skills (writing and speaking). However, with
e integrative approach to teaching and language learning, it was found that these
wo skills are actually closely related and could, most often, be regarded as one
mified skill, with reading acting as a.stimulant for writing and vice-versa.
Cheyney (1992:19) actually argues that “writing is not an activity to be pursued in
{iwlation from any other skill area”.

People read in order to obtain information, develop vocabulary, make inferences,
tassify, observe, analyse, criticize, identify relationships, differentiate styles,
faw conclusions and make generalizations. These should be the goal of a good
rader. As the reader approaches the material to be read, he is expected to perform
ertain tasks either before, during or after he has finished reading.
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ufdoe "md what he has to read in order that he can put it in writing. These ]

,._crn». i ily m ;ght heip ¢ ; .

© Tie cuding habits of Nigerians, from the fore-going, is slightly different whe

mmmg Reading Ard Wmmg Skills In The Jss T, hraugh The Newspaper

S

“es ' g and writing skills are very essential to the student since he has '

‘ng Habits of Migerians art i
f:. 15 heen observed that reading is not part of our culture. Olaofe (1988 ISa
in & etudy on the reading tradition in N}gena noted that:

Nzg{’ria s educatzona!- rsysrem is snll largely
amination-oriented ... The approach to the teaching
of reading across the various educational levels is
Jauity... The Nigerian environment itself does not
promote reading for pleasure.
Aceording to him, only 16.43% of the literate aduylts were reading.
i1 ML 0 i 2 o
Omotuwa (1991:5) later observed, among other things, that:
Teachers at post-primary education levels did not read, although
they could. Adult outside the school system hardly ever read .
effectively: Books to read were not available in the homes of over
50% of Nigerian nuclear families: More seriously, books to read \
“* 4 dwere not available to pupils within the formal school system:...
“+  and Nigerian adults do not read for pleasure. . ,
Severni v wcholars talso share the views of these authors (see for exa T
Emevvonn 1982; Lawal 1989).. ;

eomet 16 the newspapers. The aim of the newspaper is to entertain, inform
&y et its readers. It does this by’ providing up-to-date information on ale
evit s subjsct that-is taught in schools; in a simple and clear way. Ml
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_ Literacy and Reading In Nigeria

wping paper. People find it easier to read newspapers perhaps because it is
iy, can be read anywhere and at any time, can be easily rushed through
ut fear of missing out on anything really s1gmﬁcant ete. In the present times,

might be tempted to ask » Why.deviate from the use of textbooks?: Why use
spapers? Textbooks are voluminous, boring, stereotyped and frighténing; they
1 lly put off some students. Whereas the newspaper has the following

A currency of ideas, information, innovation, etc. is hlgh This means that
fdents can obtain up-to-date information from a fresh perspective on Law,
ation, Health, Technology, Politics, etc.

lewspapers are *“user friendly” as students can always find interesting topics here.
ke, sports, music, politics, health, international developments, environment,
fication etc. The design is such that makes information readily accessible to the

gder through the headlines, editorials, opinion columns, etc. It challenges and
ucites students by acting as a bridge between life in the classroom and the world
“Huside. Even with their present prohibitive prices, newspapers still remain the

. Y'have greater knowledge of current events, are more politically aware, know more
sbout the world at large, have positive attitude towards school, improve their
reading skill and attitudes (as measured by standardized tests) and improve in

"1 The teacher who intends to use the newspaper as a text for his students should
“Jalways have some goals in mind before starting the process. Zakaluk and Samuels
1(1988) observe that the writer always assumes that the reader has the necessary
~ I mquirements/resources for adequate understanding of what he is going to read.
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Enhancing Reading And Writing Skills In The Jss Through The Newspaper

This implies that the reader has a duty to perform - he has to bring in his ow
world experiences so that he can meet the writer on a common (middle) groundf®
He cannot, however, do this if the necessary resources - vocabulary, decoding
skills, making mferences etc. have not been cultsvated to an apprec;able level.

reader only.

Get copies of the paper you intend to use. You may choose to use a different o i
for each group. Then start by either classifying the paper yourself or by asking il

students to do this. Typical classification can be Name of Newspaper, D™
Opinion, Education, Sports, Politics, State news, World news, Advertising, Legt
matters, Letters to the Editor, etc.

However, doing it yourself gives you the advantage of promptly correcting em
made by the students. Determine which aspects of language use you want to teals
After you have done this, design activities that would help the students 8

improving their reading and writing skills. By this time, you should have selec

the article you wish to present to your students as the activities they engage inwl

be based on the article. - & o

Then consider the following: i : |

a. What is the desired outcome of the reading and writing Iesson(s) &

b. The time available.

c. Characteristics of the learners viz.: |
i. Interest and relevance of the article to the students 'y

G Proﬁuency level of these students ’ 2t .

iii. Language needs of these students

iv. Topicality of the material, etc. :
It is important that the teacher should read and fully understand the article beff®
it is given to the students. As it is with the teacher, so it is with the students. M
sure they read and understand before they are asked to write. Students can
write_what they understand and can correctly interpret. For instance, talf
newspaper cartoon and ask them to read it. After about 5 minutes, ask then L
interpret this cartoon. Listen as each student interprets. There is always a ot fi
the class to learn when you allow them to talk. Then you can ask each studen
write down his own interpretation of the cartoon.
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i) qlles

lthniques abound in the process of teaching reading and writing. The teacher can
pthe traditional technique which starts by the teacher telling the student what
ky will find in the article. Then, he teaches words that are new to the students.
Iig teacher then asks questions after the article has been read. Fmally, students
jill answer questions on what they have read

Amuch more innovative approach would be to design pre-reading, during-reading

"Nid post-reading activities (Stoller, 1994). Take the article (Appendix 1) for

istance. “Our children’s future”. One can design activities based on this article in

, Wliis order: _

Pre-reading actmtles ) B ERONK

i. Have a general discussion on what the students observe about the .
present education system.

ii. Who are the people involved?

iii. Why are they behaving that way?

v. How can we help’ fbier e
v. When do you think things will change . : ;

Then. Let students scan for details, skim for main ideas, consider new mcabulary
suich as socialization, increment, bounced, motivated, etc.
These “why” questions help students to learn to draw conclusions.

) During Reading activities

Ask specific questions that will enable you to cover several aspects of language
use as well as cover what they are reading e.g.
i.  What is the problem in this article?
ii. Can you describe it?
iil. Is there any comparison between this problem and any other you are
familiar with?
iv. When you think about the problem in this article, what first comes to
" your mind?
v, In your own opinion, what role has the government played so far? etc.

w

Let students make notes as they read. The questions above should be on the
chalkboard so that students are made to read for specific purposes, They are free
to make generalizations, inferences, etc. in addition to the comparison, analysis,
and description mentioned above.
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c Post-reading activities : .
, Have another discussion with the students. Ask them how they can apply wiil
they have learned to their own life. You could also bring an argumentafi
- dimension to the article by asking them to take sides with either the government
the teachers. Ask them to write short summaries, use the new vocabulary inng e
contexts, etc. Then, for correct sequencing, they should be asked to cut the arti b
into bits, making sure they do this in paragraphs. Mix these up and ask them#
arrange these paragraphs in a sequence. Of course, you have the original copy. 4§
a matter of fact, some articles have been improved by students in this way.

article, ask them to find out why school children are roaming the streets and
or what is responsible for this. . -

person, etc. Synonyms, antonyms, definitions and idioms can be taught by u

crossword puzzies. Most newspapers have crossword puzzles with the anshé0
appearing in the next issue.

In writing, writing a good paragraph is very important. Let the student answal®
“wh” questions in the pre-reading activities. The answers should be written. i
they can write good paragraphs, involve them in activities based on the newspls
e.g. writing obituaries, personality profile, biographies, advertisements, forf
columns, advice columns, cartoons, etc. The Daily Times is quite noted fir
obituaries. These could be on the death of a favourite pet, a favourite ‘T"¢
plate, pair of shoes, etc. ;

After any writing .exercise, encourage students to rearrange their paragid
proof read and edit for mistakes, etc. The fact is that teachers can do muchia
with only one article. When it is becoming boring, especially if students have
it twice, discard it and give them a new one. There is no gainsaying, the fad
newspaper can encourage and lead to change and development. Teachers
stude,qt{ particularly have an important influence on public opinion. “Thi
course, makes newspapers themselves influential ...” (Sheal and Omojuwa,
303).
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an give students assignment such as:

; spaper and writing development at the school levei The suggww &l
l _auons have dwelt on how the teacher and students can. utah:w [EWED

bivious of the frightening upsurge in newspaper cost, recommmdz
itact between the classroom, the hibrary and, where possible, the nev

any of the potentials buried in the printed material available or « o' 0l
Jspite the prohibitive cost, it is this presenter’s view that parents’ o o
xome involved in developing the reading-writing culture. This will be possib -
ihere the parents encourage their wards to read available newspapeis L oamn o
impose their own stories based on their reading. ‘

b carlier acknowledged, much rests on the teacher regarding the spocific Lcps i
nd taken to build on the potential advantages of the newspape: a8 @ text |
gilcrating writing practices. What this paper has concentrated on is 10 speii vu
glime of the systematic procedures that can be followed to translats the sugges

ghto reality.
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Appendix 1

Our Children's Future
By Mary Kanu

Those in authority, | hope, realise what they are doing to the future of
country. Education, we all agree, is a means to achieve information, sociall
and foundation for the future. But the school system through which educati
be imparted is being assaulted every day by the inefficiency of governmenl
frustration of teachers.

School children all over the country are having a raw deal. In Lagos Sta
instance, teachers at the primary school level are on strike because the
councils are owing them march and April salaries. Those at the secondary
level are contending with grumbling teachers. A few weeks ago, the
government paid their March salary including the arrears of the 45% inci
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iter, some of the secondary school teachers were informed that they had actually
en paid with a bounced government cheque and as such would have ‘to pay
fterests on the money they have received. So, they go to classes when and if they !
wnt to, and insist they are not motivated to teach.

Alhe result of course, is that children are roaming the streets when they should be
i their classrooms. All manner of mischief has been attributed to their various
ilfianderings. ’ Syl

“W\ow, the university teachers have resumed their strike. In a few days, student
‘amlvould have to go home to join their siblings in roaming the streets. This latest
“Murisis is coming at a time when four months of primary and secondary school

Halendars have already been lost during the nation-wide industrial action embarked
ohgby the teachers to press for the 45% increase in their salaries. The universities on
elltheir part cannot claim to have at any given time in the past five years, stayed on
Hampus for half of any nine-month session.

So, what do we have. Children who are not motivated to learn and a generation of
laf confused and angry youth. Yet it is imperative that every being is well informed
Aff and tutored to have a place in the highly competitive world.

| As a Third World country, we are hoping for such a time when we can, to some
extent provide our basic needs without all the frustrations associated with under-
development. But we are not seen to be laying a sound foundation for such a
future, and do not deserve to be taken seriously. Yet we are full of plans for all
manner of accomplishments by the year 2000 and beyond. Those we expect to
implement them and carry the banner are the present generation of ill-motivated
and half-baked children and youth.

o We must give this a serious thought. Do we consider education important to the
@ future of our country? Are we expecting the present day youth to handle that
future for us? Do we think that with the frustrations they are contending with, they
would be able to do it for us?

Surely, history will judge us. That is why it is important that we examine our
decrees and edicts. Education, like defence, agriculture and foreign affairs should
be the responsibility of the Federal Government. It does not make sense to hand
over primary and secondary education to the local councils and state governments
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when more than 90 per cent of the school age population are at those levels, I
does not make sense all the same to insist that the government should monopolis
education when it apparently lacks the commitment to do so.

The is why voluntary organisations and missions should be given back the schook
taken from them by the government. There are parents in Nigeria who aref
prepared to pay school for their children in mission and private school. Sucf
parents should be given the opportunity to do so. The rest of us who cannot pa
can be taken care of by the state.

As for tertiary education, the government should be serious about funding at the
level. It is not enough to say university teachers are striking for more pay whe
other issues such as the provision of facilities and autonomy are not highlighted
Meanwhile, something should be done fast to keep the children off the stred
during school hours.

The Guardian, Tuesd. , May 11, 1993. P23.
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