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This study examines the role of the Word SSOT
f writing in English language ¢ I
. x SO

Writing Evaluation (AWE) in the teaching o
investigates methods and usages of blog and automated evaluation models fo the
establishment of the targeted goals of eftective pedagogical framework ip Englig,

Linguistics in Secondary Education in Nigeria. The study sample compriseg fift
senior secondary School 2 and 3 (SSS 2 & SSS 3) students drawn frony th

schools and one government-owned secondary school, as we;

private secondary
as ten English language senior secondary school teachers from Lagos State

Metropolis. Two research instruments namely the Focused Learner’s Evaluatigy,
Questionnaire (FLEQ) and Focused Teacher’s Evaluation Questionnaire (FTEQ)
were employed in the data collection. The study reveals that computer-mediated
writing is as yet integrated into our school curricula. It further shows that while
the students are willing to explore the mechanisms of interactivity the new media
offers in their quest for literacy, the teachers might not be favourably disposed to
these alternative technological models. The study recommends that computer
literacy be made compulsory in the Nigerian school curricula in both primary and

secondary schools, the socio-economic challenges notwithstanding.

Introduction
Perhaps, the most singular advancement of human beings  in

revolutionizing the world today is the imntroduction of the computer and its
interfaces. It is scarce to find any sphere of human endeavour — avionics,
astronomy, education, commerce, agriculture, commmunication, medicine,
entertainment, and so on — that the device is not proving invaluable. Good
| c0111[?qt§1‘ appreciation is today regarded as a very significant element in literacy
acquisition. Pedagogically and linguistically, the computer has emerged as an
efﬁc:ent and trustworthy collaborator in teaching language, especially English,
either as a first language or as a second langJage. “When properly used, the
computer cz.m play an important role in the teaching of writing, particulﬂfly in
Iigigsli;luﬂcﬂsplrls;lﬁ:;fo Sillce.Flle cogni.tive era t!lat started in the 19805 which

e on word processing (Pennington, 1993), through the
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" 1990s the so-called socio-cognitive era :

Pl Onmwnication was accentuated as a vital tog] ¢
fe c .

© . (Kem and Warschauer, 2000). Much more thap
Gir accessories and interfaces, have come into being

when

the ¢op y
f socia] Tputer-mediated.

for the teaCl?i:fgozfn(c;lo{:: £, s
writing. TAmE ot

- The effect of modern technology is manifes m all sp

educational levels. U§ers and ]('aarners are continually recognizip tslp v oo
bugged Jearning environment is more result-oriented thay the tfad;g:)a ClOmput.er-
* gcene (Soneye, 2010). However, how far the nail cap be driven intrcl)atlieamm
depends on the !mndler. Thus the. use of the computer can be beneficial an?l :tot(l)d
same time detrimental to teaching and learning of writing (Chen and Chen]gt3
2008). ’
In recognition of the rising importance of information techno
world, the Federal Government of Nigeria, in 1988 launched the National Policy
on Computer literacy for secondary and tertiary institutions. The policy aimed at
making the rising generation of learners in various academic levels to be aware of
the multi-faceted usefulness of the computer in different human engagements
(Bankole, 2003). In addition, a pilot study was undertaken between1989 and 1990
in which about forty-five federal government colleges and fifteen secondary
schools (Bankole, 2003) belonging to the Armed Forces Secondary Schools
joined in the computer race programme. Many private secondary schools in
Nigeria claim to be computer-learning compliant and some states boast of having
converged or to have been at the final stage of mtegrating computer into their
secondary school curricula (Fakeye, 2010). In this regard, Nigeria cannot be said
to be totally behind in computer literacy. Recently, Professor Dibu Ojerinde, the
Registrar of the Joint Admissions and Matriculation Board (JAMB) declared that
candidates are to answer questions by e-testing in the 2013 Unified Tertiary and
Matriculation Examination (UTME) (Vanguard online, 19 June, 2012). In the
implementation, candidates are expected to answer questions on computers and
stantly have their scripts automatically graded. This, he acknowledged, will
happen because it is the ethos everywhere in the world.

Another aspect of the computer that has remained invaluable in the
teaching of English, particularly writing, is the internet. This technology has
revolutionized the way we interact and communicate with one another since the
f:nd of the last millennium. Its status as an independent emporium where

- Information and knowledge is widely shared is ever increasing. Nigeria, like any
Other country on earth, is not totally lagging behind in this cyber space.
~ With the relative affordable cost of the personal computer (PC), a number
- Of Nigerians in their homes and/or at their places of work are in possession of the

logy in the
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7 device; and many of these PCs are connected to .t.he .m]t?ll:]l.a' D8 ZUCh’ these e,
generation’ (Oblinger and Oblinger, 2005). Nl,gel 1z.m Children (and evey, t!le less
i LAY are ing ‘digital natives’ (Prensky, 2001), charactensed
PEPPY OREs) are fast becoming dig digital-cultured, associateq i
indelibly preposterous cyber-ethics. They are digita i €d and ggy).
oriented, on the one hand, visual and experiential, oL the other. While they ape
impatient and often cherish interactivity. The}’ eanshiute ;’:hat]Bamn and Majer
(2005) aptly describe as ‘kinaesthetic leqmers . When one keenly 0b§erves PUpils
in the higher primary school and those in 5?0011dary school, one qmc'kly Noticeg
how they take recourse to the net as a veritable source of the S(.)lutlon. to thejr
assignments and entertainment quest. They are always on the net wid dﬁYICCS such
as cellular phones, I-pads, I-phones, laptops, and SO O This engrossing Interest iy,
the internet really shape the way they learn. The digital Wle'ld Ilas_ a lot o offer 1o
these cyber-indigenes in learning English language, especially writing, in Primary
and secondary schools, ,
Good writing skills are important in our world today, just as speecl, is.
This is so, given that the written word has dominated the communication terrajy,
and efforts by the learners of English — either as adults or children — to evaluate
how responsive their compositions are to their needs and aspirations, no doub,
can be very daunting. Therefore, anything that can remove the obstacle in Writing,
thereby making writing simple and interesting for them is welcome and should be
encouraged. Thus, disparate or concerted use of the word processor, automatic
writing evaluation and the weblog in teaching writing in our senior secondary
schools will, indeed, assist the students in being in tune with the realities of

writing.

The Word Processor (WP) and Learners’ Composition
Even among expert writers, composition is a daunting task that requires

full deployment of the cognitive elements and experience of the writer to
Successfully engage in proper evaluation and revision. These, evaluation and
revision, according to studies, are essential components of the writing process,
making writers focus on global aspects (contents) of the text, while the
cxperienced ones concentrate on local problems (expression), such as grammar,
Syntax, and word choice (Hilyard, 1994). Purposeful revision and evaluation of
tlle_ written words facilitate the iterplay between content and expression i
writing. - Therefore, with its facilities for assessment and revision, the WP
ehpnnates the limitations caused by excessive dedication and manual effort to
WIte and rewrite, There is, i the findings of Hartley (1991), a correlation
between good writing and meaningful levels of revision. Similarly, Cochrane-
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spelling pattern. And further clicking/tapping wil| s
spelliﬂg options. Again, a tap on a specifically relateq ke
q set of words (antonyms or synonyms) fron, which to choose t

e St it . s€ 10 better conv
expression the writer wishes to make. Further, a clumsy or incoly cyt the
erent or

ungrammaticul 'scntenc.c 18 underlined (in corrugated green), and g

provide suggestions to un.p‘rove t. Writing is made simpfe n tl;is re vadrdt?p C-O.um
the learner’s ]atent.cognltlve capacity. When writing, or ]eamingéin 7;]St-u|u'p
onerous the learner is not motivated. Researcli has proven that; SR

...lack of knowledge of spelling and vocabulary reduces the
amount of writing that is done, especially when mistakes are
penalized. Therefore, a comfortable facility for ... writing ...
makes the ‘basics’ both continual and effortless, (Smith,
1986: 172, emphasis added).

In other words, anything that “makes the act of writing easier makes learning to

write easier” (Smith, 1986: 171).
It is important, however, to note that WP alone is not an open sesame to

creative writing, because writing is a creative enterprise involving ideas,
scheming, putting ideas down in writing and rewriting them. Some research
findings have shown that the integration of the WP into instructional programmes
positively influences the attribute of writing layout (Aumack, 1985 and Fis.h.er,
1983). It also allows the teacher to better appreciate the lgarners’-cogmt}ve
capacity and thinking process .and thus manipulates his/her instruction

functionally (Leeves, 2002).

The Weblog et T R et ete dilbicne
Even though weblogs are not originally introduced for fanguage education
of writing  especially English

they could form a very useful tool in the teaching

% a Foreign Laugzage (EFL) and English as Seconid Language (ESL)
(Richardson, 20042 and Knobel, 2003). The blog 15 &% enviable user-friendly tool
or even the non-techie fellows to create their own websites, In addition to ease of

IS¢, it proffers numerous advantages to writing class. For example, Campbell
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G author argues further, will enal::le studel.ltsv vhzlx.vek lclllotl:: :;:-jmws -to read a“d‘w%:
e writing related artlcles/postulgs 1{1 € e ;(r jomce "f’eblﬂgs?--x B
| Again, since weblogs can be accessied fr.om any compu ‘61 LIllll ed to the mtemﬁ{
teZchers can at anytime create or Cdlt. their teaching _il‘OFes an lﬂl.llve?l'k for thei; Wi
students (Johnson, 2004). Further, with the automatic ‘date—‘stampmg function the’ o
enables the blog to display the month, day and year of DOSUIZS, teachers apq they - i
students can know almost with piecision when tlli latter turns in thejy finigheg
works. Experts also point out that the weblogs can “empower studepg 10 becopy,
more analytical and critical” (Oravec, 2002:618). Though the ﬂUthOl: does 1oy &
-statistical evidence to this claim, we are of the belief that learners Will teng ¢, Post
what in their undcrstanding 1s a well edited work w.hcn tl?ey know that olhf;r
people will view and publicly comment on their writing. Diey (2004), Mitche,
(2003) and Warschauer (2010) state in different contexts that the blog can he
employed by teachers in organizing a collaborative learning landscupe Where
learner peer-edit others’ postings. Students will be motivated tq CoMmey
constructively on their colleagues’ postings. The submission OfRichardson ()_004)
on the uses of blog in writing further enunciates the importance Of'bloggmg i
facilitating critica] thinking skills as well as writing skillsin sucly a way f]a

- traditional education cannot.

S o = A oration of English webygit, e
(2004) opines that blogs can facilitate expl S- Thig, the

40. AUTOMATIC WRITING EVALUATION (AWE)

The work of Page (1966) on grading essays by computers no doubt forpg
the pioneering study that gives birth to automated essay grading systems Withy
English as a globa] language, the need to write well in the language becomes more
mevitable now than ever. In developing nations like Nigeria where it s common
for an English teacher to he i control of more thap 100 students at 4 time,
evaluating repeated drafts upon drafts of their writings needs a great amount of
time and skill. Online Automated Writing Evaluation (AWE) is created 1o
mitigate this challenge. Also referred o as Automated Essay Scoring (AES),
AWE’s acceptance among nstructors is as increasing as the role of English across
wider socja], €cononic, cultural ang political context increases (Warshauer,
2000), tllus,_intrinsicauy changing the paradigm (hag focused on reading prior to
the second woplg War (Brown, 2001).

TWO. major components of AWE  (Intellimetric and e-rater) evaluate
Students writings Submitted online by comparing them semantically to online
521,11[; {fft‘ﬁzornﬁs lflljelzt :s'em(uzric analysis i which a post‘ing 1S compared toa
~TPUS Of textug, Informatjoy, (Landauer et al., 2000 ang Steinhardt, 2001). AWE

3
rogrammes” are g q:; . : S -
He0E “QUIpped v if], 4 range of resources comprising “model essays,
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programme pr imarily makes them focyg ON constryct; 1€Ir writing spree if the
ruc

than expressing tl.lemselves. When Properly manggc Jtmg correct sentences rather
to write both. gundeq and free €ssays. Since ulléth ’ ‘:WE Can motjvate students
originally designed for use in EFL, 4 ESL ﬁnvimnc WE Programmes are 1101
2006), the authors of this PAPEr are of (e opinion l:;e‘nt (Warschayer and Ware,
editor with the aim of €ncouraging lat AWE 1,

teachers. In other words, teachers® ¢
technique has two advantages:
composition, AWE serves as a powerfy] to ne studente
onward passage to their teachers for scoring, and (2) theébLS tz P for
students’ mechanics by the teachers g reduced op thle]: e(;]n: t 1‘;‘2111"{160“113
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50. RESEARCH QUESTIONS
This study addresses the following questions:
1. Will learners prefer to be taught writin
than the traditional class method?
2. Do teachers teach writing in English with computer?
3. To what extent do teachers of English language know that writing can be
taught and made easier using the computer interface?
-4 Will there be an improvement in the writing skills of senior secondary
school students in Nigeria if computer-based programmes are employed in
the classrooms?

g via computer-based programme

3L THE AIM AND SCOPE OF THE RESEARCH

The development of the computer and new media has influenced almost every

aspect of the educational system in Nigeria. Teachers, as well as students, are m
~ Computer illiteracy eradication race, with govenpnent and school authorities
., ‘providing the necessary tracts. Thus computer ‘and internet savvy among teacheTs
 d studepyg i exponentially increasing. Therefore, how to harness this wealth of
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computer knowledge (especially the knowledge of the word Proce: ; ‘- ,.
internet) in the teaching of writing in English is the problemy this Stssor ang
address. udy
This study focuses on the teaching and learning of Writine : e
among Senior Secondary School 2 & 3 (SSII & SSIIN) Studeng G English"{-‘}_‘
metropolis using word processor, weblog and automated Writing eva]ut:tiln 4904
on, i

6.0. FINDINGS
Table 1: Cumulative percentage response of Focused Learner Evaly i
ation

Question (FLEQ)

FQ-T_vpc S/N | Focused question - -
VES/N 1 Do you own a computer? 209 F’m—tlf)\r% "
Questions | 2 Cun you operate the computer? 60'%5_'@'77;;9'?3\%\ :

[ 3 | Do you use computer Lo Lype your work? 0.3% ‘9‘7?;‘% Nil
| 4 | Do you browse the internet? 68.7% | —WN\
I l 3 [ Do you go online for solution to your 296 -:/676\ 1.3
: assignments? - 0.2
6 ] Do you comment on postings linked to you? | 0.7 (067 5t
7 Will you wunt to own a website? 39.3 10:6 TI)'%““~
8 Will you like to publish your writing on the | 78.2 204 | ‘04\~
internet? '
I 9 Will you like your work to be viewed by 50.6 395 |09
others? '
gzil:?or;t)' How often do you operate the computer? Daily *SDW | Weekend
y 9.7 30.5 59.8

Question | A Respondents on e-mail and L-mail Facebook | NL | Others
on Social Facebook o
Networks 20% 56% nil ol
Question | B Who would you want to comment | Teachers | Colleagues Anybody |
o on your work online? 307 69% 01%

*SDW.

- Some Days in the Week NL- Net Log

Fig.1
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Table 2: cumulative percentage response of Focused Teacher

EvaluationQuestion (FTEQ)

Focused question

Percentage response (%)

Scanned by CamScanner

YES NO Neutral

| | Do you own a computer 30 70 :
12| Can you operate a computer 80 20 =
3| Do you use the office-word 40 60 ]
L_QO you browse the internet 90 10 -

> | Do you use the computer to prepare your 10 80 10
| lessons T
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6 Do you know what a blog is ;1(())
7 Are you aware of any online
} programme/software that evaluates essays
I 8 l Do S/ou think the weblog is a veritable | 20
tool for teaching writing NG Y
E l Will you like to use the internet to teach 30 ‘7‘0*\~
writing :
: 10 [ Will your vocation be affected if 40 ‘[‘0*\50\ ;
_ computers are used in classrooms for :
teaching English language _J\J\\J

—" 5
Fig. 2 ,

Cumulative Percentage Respanse of FTEQ

Will your vocation be affected if computers are used...

Willyoulike to use the internet to teach writing
Doyou think the weblog is a veritable tool for...
Areyou aware of any online Programme/software__ *

Doyou know what 3 blog is

Doyou use the computer to Prepare your lessons EZ
Do you browse the internet T paaa e

Doyou use the office-word aE R L

Canyou operate a computer

Eh e,

Do you own a com puter

0 10 2 30 40 5o 60 70 go 90 100

NO  vgs
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Will there be an improvement in the writin
students in Nigeria if computer-based p

2
classroom’ . -
A simple illustration will answer the above

a scanned copy of an essay

The student wrote without revision and proper editing

at.the right hand side in fig.1.

nt w
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Programm
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ike to use in

nglish langua
nswers to this

did not know
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Paid to the underlined
Ot only assist the learner iy,
will also make the teacher’

Standard of tle country but should be ex

the writing skills of secondary school students as an early remedy to d
The fo]lowmg conclusions are, therefore, derivable from the study:

b. Teachers are not comfortable with teaching writing with the computer apq
no matter how much they turn their back on computer, its expansiop will
remain exponential;

C. Secondary school students are internet savvy, as such welcome any
activity that launches them to the web; s

d. Teachers should be given orientation on computer and web-based

collaborative writing. i

Writing, especially in the English language is widely adjudged a éﬂ,atek_eeperAi:;
successful transition from secondary education to t(?l'tlill:}f B'UCE-i'tIOD. 4
computer literacy is beginning to serve as a battering - l'l;l N-leg’feol;:,l (s?idents .
elsewhere in the world) against economic and social bmil ltelj'f Colli ster-mediateti
in Nigerian secondary scliools Sh(-)ul(_l be exT’O.Sed to daths would Enly happen if
learning activities to improve their l.ltera?y skills an nthis computer education
teachers themselves develop in this direction. TQ achieve 1ént o e coditin
~ should be made compulsory and computer learning environn ol

48
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